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Opening  Mass  Meeting  —  People's  Congress 


Introduction 

r  f+^HE   People's   Congress    for    Democracy   and    Peace   which 
I  <^  convened  in  Pittsburgh,  November  26-28,  marked  an  epochal 
^-^  advance  in  the  movement  of  the  American  people  against 
war  and  reaction. 


To  grasp  the  significance  of  the  People's  Congress,  it  is  first  neces- 
sary to  consider  the  national  conditions  under  which  it  met,  the  world 
events  which  in  a  sense  called  it  into  being.  Spain's  heroic  resistance 
to  Fascist  invasion,  China's  last-ditch  stand  against  Japanese  aggres- 
sion, Germany's  colonial  threats,  the  withdrawal  of  Italy  from  the 
League  of  Nations,  the  Tokio-Rome-Berlin  pact  of  aggression  against 
the  democratic  nations — these  considerations  were  never  absent  from 
the  minds  of  the  delegates.  The  Congress  was  even  more  directly 
aware  of  and  responsive  to  the  situation  created  by  the  current  drive 
of  reactionary  forces  against  democratic  and  labor  rights  in  the  United 
States.  The  growth  of  vigilantism,  the  inculcation  of  race  hatred  and 
the  attacks  of  Big  Business  on  living  standards  and  civil  liberties, 
formed  the  vivid  background  against  which  discussions  were  held  and 
decisions  reached. 


The  very  composition  of  the  Congress  was  proof  of  the  changed 
and  broadened  base  of  the  struggle  against  war  and  Fascism.  The 
1416  delegates  representing  more  than  four  million  people,  consti- 
tuted an  increase  of  about  one  million  over  the  Cleveland  Congress 
of  1936.  Even  more  significant  than  this  numerical  increase  was  the 
change  in  character.  As  against  603,511  trade  union  members  repre- 
sented by  286  delegates  in  1936,  there  were  413  labor  delegates  from 
A.  F.  of  L.  and  C.  I.  O.  unions  who  represented  1,622,231  trade 
unionists.  Similarly  there  was  a  rise  in  farm  representation  from 
61,471  in  1936  to  163,036.  In  addition  there  was  broad  representation 
from  professional,  religious,  youth,  racial,  fraternal  and  women's 
groups.  In  short,  the  American  people  were  present  at  this  Congress. 
Its  broadened  composition,  its  deepened  trade  union  and  people's  base 
was  clearly  reflected  at  every  session  and  in  every  major  decision. 

Despite  the  growing  menace  of  foreign  war  and  domestic  tyranny, 
the  mood  of  the  Congress  was  not  of  despair  but  of  realistic  deter- 
mination to  mobilize  the  people  of  America  in  defense  of  democracy 
and  peace. 

It  is  in  this  spirit  that  the  People's  Congress  after  long  and  earnest 
deliberation  adopted  the  new  program  as  the  concrete  expression  of  its 
aims.  In  clear,  unmistakable  words  it  sets  forth  what  the  American 
League  proposes  to  do.  It  is  a  platform  broad  enough  for  all  those 
who  hate  war  because  they  love  peace  and  oppose  Fascism  because 
they  cherish  democracy. 

The  Congress  could  do  no  more  than  lay  the  foundation — the 
structure  is  still  to  be  reared.  New  forces  must  be  drawn  in;  broader 
alliances  must  be  forged ;  a  faster  tempo  must  be  set  and  maintained. 
These  are  the  mandates  given  by  the  People's  Congress  to  the  Ameri- 
can League  for  Peace  and  Democracy.  Their  fulfillment  rests  with 
the  membership. 

In  compiling  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress,  it  was  found  neces- 
sary for  technical  reasons  to  abridge  the  reports  and  speeches.  This 
material  had  to  be  condensed  to  provide  space  for  the  publication  of 
the  complete  texts  of  the  new  constitution,  program  and  statement  of 
purpose.  A  full  report  of  the  proceedings  would  require  a  volume 
many  times  its  present  size. 
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MASS  MEETING 

(Friday  Evening) 

Over  seven  thousand  enthusiastic  men  and  women  filed  through 
the  gates  of  Duquesne  Garden  to  attend  the  inaugural  of  the  People's 
Congress  for  Democracy  and  Peace.  With  the  single  exception  of  a 
presidential  election  rally  in  1936,  this  was  the  largest  public  gather- 
ing ever  held  in  Pittsburgh.  Two  uniformed  bands,  a  hundred  strong, 
of  the  UMWA  Local  5302  and  the  West  Holmstead  I.W.O., 
rendered  several  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  the  program,  giving  a 
tone  of  festivity  to  the  rally.  To  the  cheers  of  the  throngs  that  filled 
the  auditorium,  Mrs.  David  Turets,  executive  secretary  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Committee,  opened  the  meeting  and  turned  the  chair  over  to 
Dr.  Harry  F.  Ward,  national  chairman  of  the  American  League 
Against  War  and  Fascism. 

Introductory  remarks  by  Dr.  Harry  F.  Ward: 

"The  People's  Congress  is  assembled  in  one  of  the  gravest  mo- 
ments in  the  history  of  the  world — when  democracy  or  repression, 
peace  or  war  hangs  in  the  balance  .  .  .  The  purpose  of  the  meeting 
tonight  is  to  give  you  a  first-hand  picture  of  what  is  going  on  in  the 
world  .  .  .  but  before  our  speakers  begin,  we  are  to  have  a  word  of 
official  greeting  from  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  from  the  representative 
of  Mayor  Cornelius  D.  Scully,  who  was  sent  here  for  this  purpose." 

Welfare  Director  B.  J.  Hovde  of  Pittsburgh : 

"It  is  a  unique  pleasure  for  me  to  speak  on  behalf  of  Mayor 
Cornelius  D.  Scully  and  welcome  you  all  to  our  city.  It  is  not  so  long 
ago  that  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  was  known  as  the  citadel  of  reaction 
and  American  toryism.  In  the  very  few  years  that  have  intervened, 
democracy  has  established  its  foothold  firmly  in  this  city.  We  hope 
and  trust  that  never  again  will  the  police  be  used  in  our  city  against 
the  workers.  Never  again,  we  hope,  will  the  great  moneyed  interests 
of  our  city  and  of  our  country  despoil  the  rights  of  the  workers  and 
of  the  people.  This  meeting  is  a  meeting  of  the  American  League 
Against  War  and  Fascism.  If  you  ask  what  the  attitude  of  the 
present  administration  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  may  be  toward  war 
and  Fascism  .  .  .  We  are  against  them.  We  are  against  every  form 
of  government  in  which  the  rights  of  the  majority,  in  which  the  rights 
of  the  great  masses  of  men  and  women,  are  trampled  down  by  the 
will  of  one  man  or  any  small  group  of  men." 

Ferdinand  Louis  Kerran,  British  Labor  Leader: 

"I  wish  to  present  greetings  to  your  great  conference  from  the 


British  Labor  Party  .  .  .  After  the  outbreak  of  the  Far-Eastern  war, 
I  left  London  for  China  and  have  just  returned  from  a  six-week  tour 
of  that  unhappy  country  .  .  .  When  I  arrived  in  Shanghai,  the  first 
picture  I  saw  was  the  destruction  of  the  Chinese  quarters.  The  whole 
of  the  area  was  razed  to  the  ground.  One  could  hardly  move  about 
for  the  thousands  of  Chinese  lying  about  in  the  streets,  alleys  and 
anywhere  that  they  could  find  shelter.  It  was  the  most  pitiful  sight 
seen  in  my  life  .  .  .  From  Shanghai  I  went  to  Nanking.  I  was  there 
on  the  famous  Saturday  when  six  air  raids  in  succession  took  place. 
I  saw  these  Japanese  bombers  deliberately  destroy  the  Central  Health 
Administration,  which  during  the  last  ten  years  has  done  such  mag- 
nificent wTork  in  fighting  disease  and  epidemics  ...  I  am  a  member 
of  the  British  Labor  Party  and  during  the  last  war  I  spent  four  years 
in  prison  because  I  was  a  pacifist  and  was  opposed  to  war.  What 
I  have  seen  in  China  today  and  what  I  have  seen  in  Spain,  Germany 
and  Italy  have  compelled  me  to  reach  the  conclusion  that  pacifism 
is  not  enough  .  .  .  We  of  the  British  Labor  Party  feel  that  if  Japan 
is  permitted  to  get  away  with  this,  that  which  is  happening  in  China 
today  will  happen  in  Europe  tomorrow  ...  If  we,  the  common  people, 
want  to  avoid  war  we  must  rise  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  the 
governments  to  act  in  defense  of  democracy  and  in  defense  of  peace." 

His  Excellency,  Dr.  Fernando  de  los  Rios,  Spanish  Ambassador 
to  the  United  States: 

"I  appreciate  the  honor  the  organizers  of  this  Congress  have  be- 
stowed upon  me  by  inviting  me  to  speak  at  its  opening  session.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  recall  circumstances  as  serious  as  the  present 
in  the  history  of  political  assemblies.  Certain  nations  have  quietly  and 
surreptitiously  placed  mines  in  every  continent.  Now  these  mines  are 
bursting  and  forming  craters  in  the  organic  structure  of  free  peoples 
and  of  liberal  and  democratic  States.  It  is  happening  with  such  speed 
that  it  provokes  serene  meditation  .  .  .  Nations  are  invaded  without 
previous  declaration  of  war  and  without  any  provoking  aggression  or 
insult.  Defenceless  civil  populations — women,  children  and  old  men — 
are  machine-gunned.  Merchant  ships  are  sunk  without  warning  and 
terrorism  is  imposed  against  differences  of  opinion.  A  few  days  ago 
82  men  were  hanged  in  the  lovely  southern  Spanish  city,  Malaga,  for 
the  crime  of  being  Freemasons.  The  world  is  shrouded  with  mourning: 
it  is  Fascism  on  the  march  ...  In  this  hour  which  is  as  serious  as  it  is 
sinister,  I  only  ask  you  to  consider,  what  is  the  duty  of  men  and  of 
nations?" 

The  audience  rose  in  silent  tribute  as  taps  were  sounded  for  the 
heroes  fallen  in  the  struggle  against  Fascism. 


Dr.  Reinhold  Niebuhr,  Professor  Union  Theological  Seminary: 
"A  curious  inhibition  seems  to  prevent  the  so-called  democratic 
powers  from  stopping  Fascist  aggression.  The  reason  for  this  is  two- 
fold: on  the  one  hand  the  democratic  powers  are  the  great  capitalist 
powers  and  the  capitalist  forces  within  these  nations  are  less  interested 
in  the  preservation  of  democracy  than  in  the  preservation  of  capitalism 
.  .  .  On  the  other  hand,  insofar  as  these  nations  are  democratic,  their 
statesmen  are  afraid  to  take  the  risks  which  they  should  take  for  fear 
that  the  general  electorate  does  not  understand  the  necessity  of  these 
risks.  In  such  a  situation,  only  a  vigorous  and  intelligent  movement 
in  the  hands  of  the  people  themselves  holds  out  the  last  possibility  of 
preventing  catastrophe  .  .  .  The  problem  of  democracy  is  equally 
grave  when  viewed  from  the  perspective  of  domestic  politics.  We  are 
facing  a  new  depression  .  .  .  The  danger  of  repression  of  the  people's 
discontent  will  subsequently  rise.  Therefore,  as  never  before,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  freedom  and  vigi- 
lance must  be  intelligent  and  accompanied  by  heroic  measures  for  the 
defense  of  every  liberty  which  the  people  still  claim." 

Representative  Jerry  J.  O'Connell  of  Montana: 
"When  I  entered  this  hall  tonight  I  passed  through  picket  lines 
of  men  and  women  who  said  they  are  Catholics.  Now  I  have  a  good 
Irish  name.  I  am  a  Catholic.  I  bowT  in  no  way  in  my  Catholicism  to 
any  man  or  woman  on  that  picket  line.  I  say  to  any  Catholic  who 
might  attack  me  for  standing  here  tonight  upholding  the  cause  of 
democracy  in  Spain  that  I  am  equally  as  justified  in  opposing  Fascist 
terror  in  that  land  as  I  was  last  summer  in  opposing  Tom  Girdler 
and  his  anti-labor  forces  in  the  United  States.  The  American  people 
must  stand  with  the  people  of  Spain  in  stamping  out  Fascism,  and  to 
that  cause  I  tonight  pledge  my  undying  devotion  ...  I  was  over  in 
Spain  just  a  few  previous  weeks  and  I  saw  what  the  people  of  Spain 
were  fighting  for  and,  I  say  to  you,  that  on  that  battleground  De- 
mocracy either  wins  or  falls  .  .  .  There  are  three  things  which  the 
American  people  must  do.  First  of  all,  the  American  Government 
must,  remove  the  embargo,  now  prohibiting  shipment  of  arms  to 
the  Loyalist  Government  of  Spain.  Secondly,  we  must  amend 
the  Neutrality  Act  to  provide  that  its  articles  shall  apply  only  to 
nations  such  as  Italy,  Germany,  and  Japan,  who  are  invading  helpless 
and  peaceful  peoples.  Thirdly,  we  must  place  an  economic  boycott 
against  these  Fascist  invaders  who  would  destroy  the  peace  of  the 
world.  America  must  not  sit  idly  by.  American  people  must  take  their 
place  as  the  most  powerful  nation  in  the  world,  and  not  let  war 
continue  and  Democracy  decav." 


Dr.  Ch'ao-Ting  Chi,  editor  of  "Amerasia" : 

"China  is  fighting  in  a  war  of  defense  not  only  against  Japanese 
aggression  but  also  for  the  existence  of  democracy,  liberty  and  civiliza- 
tion in  the  whole  world  .  .  .  One  way  of  stopping  the  war  is  to  carry 
out  the  principles  of  President  Roosevelt's  speech  in  Chicago  .  .  . 
There  are  millions  of  Japanese  people  who  are  against  this  war.  If  we 
carry  out  the  principles  of  the  President's  speech  to  discourage  the 
makers  of  war  while  encouraging  the  builders  of  democracy,  we  will 
thereby  put  an  end  to  this  strife  .  .  .  The  retreat  of  democratic  nations 
in  the  last  period  has  been  responsible  for  Fascist  aggression.  If  we  do 
not  stop  them  in  China,  we  will  encourage  them  in  Germany  to 
attack  the  people  of  Czecho-Slovakia.  We  will  encourage  them  to 
develop  their  activities  in  Latin  America.  Fascist  war  is  like  a  fire. 
It  is  bound  to  spread  if  we  do  not  stop  it.  We  must  get  together  and 
put  out  the  fire  if  we  do  not  want  to  be  burned." 

John  Vesecky,  President  National  Farmers'  Union : 
"I  am  here  to  bring  greetings  from  the  people  on  the  farms.  We 
are  all  working  for  the  same  thing  .  .  .  Let  us  jointly  fight  for  peace. 
We  common  folks  have  tremendous  power,  if  we  unite  our  forces. 
I  ask  you  to  cooperate  with  us  and  we  will  cooperate  with  you  and 
bring  about  a  system  which  will  do  away  with  wars." 

Other  speakers  at  the  Mass  Meeting  included  Albert  Cicone  of 
the  Bricklayers'  Council  (A.  F.  of  L.),  New  York;  William  God- 
dard,  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  Local  1446  (C.  I.  O.)  ; 
and  Dr.  Herman  F.  Reissig,  executive  secretary  of  the  North  Ameri- 
can Committee  to  Aid  Spanish  Democracy,  who  made  the  collection 
speech. 

OPENING  SESSION 

(Saturday  Morning) 

The  first  business  session  of  the  People's  Congress  for  Peace  and 
Democracy  was  called  to  order  at  10:00  A.M.  in  Motor  Square 
Garden. 

Mrs.  Victor  L.  Berger,  a  vice-chairman  of  the  American  League 
Againt  War  and  Fascism,  proposed  Dr.  Harry  F.  Ward,  Dr.  Robert 
Morss  Lovett  and  Paul  M.  Reid  for  permanent  Chairman  of  the 
Congress,  Vice-Chairman  and  Secretary  respectively.  The  nominations 
were  seconded  and  the  three  candidates  unanimously  elected. 

Greetings  to  the  People's  Congress  were  then  read  by  Paul  M. 
Reid.  "The  vigorous  campaigns  conducted  by  the  American  League, 
its  wide  mobilization  of  support  for  the  peoples  of  Spain  and  China, 


its  pressure  for  the  adoption  of  a  positive  peace  policy  by  the  U.  S.  A., 
its  defense  of  democratic  rights  against  vigilante  and  reactionary  forces,' 
said  the  message  from  the  World  Committee  Against  War  and 
Fascism,  "have  been  followed  with  keen  interest  by  the  friends  of 
peace  and  liberty  in  other  parts  of  the  world."  This  greeting  signed 
by  Prof.  Paul  Langevin  and  Francis  Jourdain  of  France,  further 
asserted  that  "the  democratic  peoples  of  Europe  in  unison  with  the 
great  democratic  people  of  the  U.  S.  A.  can  play  a  decisive  role  in 
banning  war  from  the  world." 

Out  of  San  Quentin  prison  came  a  message  of  heartfelt  solidarity 
from  a  "delegate"  who  could  not  attend  the  Congress  because  of  the 
denial  of  freedom  to  him  by  the  reactionary  state  government  of 
California.  "The  American  League,"  Tom  Mooney  wired,  "has 
waged  a  brave  and  effective  fight  in  the  cause  of  Peace  and  world 
democracy  and  stands  in  the  forefront  of  the  legions  battling  today  to 
save  the  world  from  the  Fascist  murderers."  The  delegates  voted  to 
refer  this  message  to  the  Resolutions  Committee  for  the  drafting  of 
a  protest  against  the  continued  unwarranted  incarceration  of  Tom 
Mooney. 

A  pledge  of  support  to  the  objectives  of  the  People's  Congress 
was  received  from  Representative  John  M.  Coffee  of  Washington. 
"I  extend  heartiest  wishes  to  this  Congress,"  he  wrote,  "your  timely 
convention  is  vitally  needed  at  this  moment  for  the  purpose  of  solidi- 
fying all  forces  for  the  preservation  of  our  democratic  rights  and  defeat 
all  efforts  of  the  Fascists  in  America  and  throughout  the  world." 
He  strongly  urged  the  cooperation  of  all  organizations  participating 
in  the  Congress  to  effect  a  solid  front  of  all  progressive  elements  in 
our  country. 

Other  greetings  included  messages  from  Longshoremen  Industrial 
Union  Council;  the  Overland  Terminal  Lodge  236  of  Brotherhood 
of  Railway  Clerks;  Cleveland  Joint  Board  International  Ladies  Gar- 
ment Workers  Union;  Los  Angeles  Industrial  Union  Council;  Joint 
Board  Waist  and  Dress  Makers  of  Philadelphia;  California  State 
Board  of  the  Workers'  Alliance;  National  Maritime  Union  of  Buffalo 
and  Bakers  Locals  509  and  79  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Report  of  Dr.  Harry  F.  Ward,  National  Chairman : 
"Since  the  meeting  of  the  Congress  in  Cleveland,  decisive  events 
both  in  the  rest  of  the  world  and  in  this  country  have  occurred  in  the 
struggle  against  war  and  Fascism  .  .  .  On  the  international  field :  the 
Spanish  conflict,  the  British  rearmament  program,  the  Japanese  in- 
vasion of  China,  the  definite  organization  of  the  Fascist  International. 
On  the  American  scene:  the  organization  of  the  workers  in  the  mass 


production  industries  accompanied  by  the  extension  of  organization  in 
the  professional  white-collar  groups,  the  mobilization  in  reply  of  the 
coalition  of  anti-democratic  forces,  the  President's  Chicago  speech. 
Our  first  task  is  to  interpret  the  meaning  of  these  events  in  the  struggle 
for  democracy  and  peace  .  .  . 

"The  Spanish  conflict  has  revealed  the  tactics  of  the  Fascist  powers 
in  supporting  the  rebellion  against  a  democratic  government  and  then 
nullifying  any  actions  of  the  democratic  forces  in  other  countries  .  .  . 
The  Japanese  invasion  of  China  and  the  consequent  silence  of  the 
League  of  Nations  as  well  as  the  futility  of  the  Brussels  Conference 
demonstrate  once  again  the  inability  of  the  democratic  states  to  carry 
out  their  obligation  either  under  the  League,  the  Kellogg-Briand  Pact 
or  the  Nine  Power  Treaty  and  emphasize  once  more  the  point  that 
the  governments  of  the  world  have  almost  reached  the  limit  of  their 
capacity  to  stop  war  .  .  .  What  remains  then  is  people's  action  and 
pressure  on  the  governments  .  .  . 

"Under  the  smoke  screen  of  a  defense  against  Communism,  the 
Fascist  International  is  an  attack  against  Democracy,  because  De- 
mocracy leads  to  the  kind  of  social  change  that  the  Fascists  are 
opposed  to.  Since  the  definite  organization  of  this  Fascist  International, 
we  have  seen  Brazil  openly  proclaim  itself  a  corporate  state,  the  first 
definite  Fascist  state  on  our  continent  .  .  . 

"Now  to  the  North  of  us,  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  they  have 
put  into  force  a  Fascist  padlock  law  which  takes  away  every  constitu- 
tional guarantee  of  the  people's  liberty  .  .  .  We  are  now  surrounded 
by  Fascists,  and  every  one  of  these  movements  has  brought  the  threat 
of  war  and  destruction  of  democracy  closer  to  our  own  shores. 

The  American  Scene 

"When  we  return  to  the  national  scene,  the  rise  of  the  C.  I.  O.  in 
the  mass  production  industries — with  the  corresponding  tendency 
among  farmers  and  agricultural  workers  and  also  in  the  professions  as 
well  as  the  mobilization  for  action  on  the  part  of  democratic  forces 
previously  unconscious  and  undeveloped  in  this  country — has  already 
begun  to  have  enormous  political  consequences  in  the  struggle  for 
democracy  and  for  peace.  Now  that  the  short  trade  cycle  has  turned 
down  again,  big  business  in  accordance  with  economic  law  launches 
its  offensive  against  the  living  standard  of  the  people  and  this  offensive 
cannot  be  separated  from  their  drive  against  democratic  rights.  It  will 
be  followed  by  a  legislative  campaign  in  state  legislatures  and  in  Con- 
gress to  take  away  still  further  the  recent  gains  of  labor  by  means  of 
proposed  measures  for  the  incorporation  and  the  financial  inspection 
of  trade  unions. 


'The  President's  Chicago  speech  marks  a  turning  point  in  the 
foreign  policy  of  our  country  and  represents  a  change  in  the  temper 
of  a  considerable  section  of  the  American  people.  It  gives  us  the 
slogans  for  this  conference  in  the  international  field.  'Neutrality  is 
not  enough.  Isolation  won't  work.  Quarantine  the  aggressor.  Con- 
certed effort  is  necessary.'  These  were  the  four  points  of  the  President's 
speech  and  they  indicate  basic  points  in  the  foreign  policy  of  the 
American  people  for  those  who  sincerely  desire  to  preserve  and  extend 
democracy  and  secure  peace  .  .  . 

"These  national  and  international  events  cannot  be  separated. 
They  flow  together  and  make  one  picture.  The  international  events, 
just  like  the  American  events,  have  brought  together  in  this  country 
and  made  increasingly  conscious  and  ready  at  the  proper  time  and 
moment  for  Fascist  action,  all  the  reactionary  forces  .  .  .  likewise  the 
democratic  forces  that  were  previously  unconscious  and  unexpressed, 
are  being  brought  to  the  surface  by  the  decisive  challenge  of  these 
events. 

"What  then  has  been  our  policy?  I  will  take  up  the  issues  separ- 
ately and  you  will  see  how  our  policy  has  developed.  When  the 
Spanish  War  broke  out,  we  were  in  a  position,  in  cooperation  with 
the  Canadian  League,  to  bring  to  this  country  an  official  delegation 
from  the  Spanish  government.  We  jointly  put  that  delegation  on  tour 
through  this  country  and  Canada  .  .  .  We  also  laid  the  foundation  for 
the  organization  of  the  North  American  Committee  to  aid  Spanish 
Democracy  which  is  still  carrying  on.  We  came  out  at  once  sharply 
and  clearly  against  the  embargo  on  supplying  the  means  of  defense  to 
the  Spanish  government.  We  attacked  this  measure  as  a  completely 
illegal  betrayal  of  democracy.  Our  present  embargo  against  Spain 
is  not  only  in  violation  of  the  Treaty  of  18U2  with  that  country  and 
in  contravention  of  the  Federal  Statute  regarding  foreign  trade,  it 
also  violates  the  supplementary  agreement  to  the  Kellogg  Pact  .  .  . 
We  further  raised  the  demand  for  the  application  of  the  embargo 
to  war  supplies  to  Germany  and  Italy  ...  At  the  same  time  we  carried 
on  a  campaign  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  in  Spain,  especially  for 
the  establishment  of  childrens'  homes. 

"When  the  Chinese  War  broke,  we  took  the  same  two  lines  of 
action :  financial  aid  to  the  victims  of  the  aggressor  and  a  five  point 
program  for  action  by  the  people  .  .  .  This  five  point  program  was 
preceded  by  an  immediate  demand  that  the  President  call  Congress  in 
special  session  to  explain  that  the  Neutrality  Law  was  in  conflict  with 
his  other  obligations  under  the  Nine  Power  Treaty  and  therefore  was 
unworkable,  requiring  fresh  instructions. 


"That  was  not  done.  It  has  not  been  done  yet,  but  certainly  there 
will  have  to  be  recognition  in  Congress  of  this  question.  Our  five 
points  were  these : 

1.  Stop  buying  Japanese  goods. 

2.  Support  organized  labor  in  refusing  to  handle  shipments  to  or  for 
Japan  of  any  war  materials. 

3.  Demand  an  embargo  of  all  war  materials  for  Japan. 

4.  Demand  that  China  be  permitted  to  buy  here  anything  she  needs, 
under  conditions  that  will  not  involve  the  United  States  in  war. 

5.  Demand  that  our  government  fulfill  its  international  obligations  by: 
Proclaiming  Japan  a  violator  of  the  Kellogg  Pact  and  the  Nine  Power 
Treaty,  and  announcing  that  it  will  not  recognize  any  gains  secured 
by  these  violations. 

Urging  the  other  signers  of  these  pacts  to  make  a  similar  declaration 

and  to  take  measures  to  prevent  the  use  of  their  economic  resources  by 

the  violator  in  carrying  out  his  aggression. 

Calling  at  once  the  conference  required  by  the  terms  of  the  Nine  Power 

Treaty  to  consider  not  only  the  ending  of  Japanese  aggression  in  China 

but  also  the  complete  removal  of  all  foreign  infringements  upon  her 

sovereignty. 

"Only  one  of  these  demands  has  been  carried  out.  The  govern- 
ment has  proclaimed  Japan  a  violator  of  its  obligations  but  has  failed 
to  implement  the  President's  Chicago  suggestion  of  quarantining  the 
aggressor.  Therefore  the  Brussels  Conference  failed  ...  In  this  situa- 
tion there  remains  only  increasing  peoples'  action  and  peoples'  pressure. 
(Applause)  ...  If  the  government  won't  proclaim  an  embargo,  the 
people  can  carry  out  a  boycott,  and  with  cooperation  of  the  middle 
classes,  the  farmers  and  labor,  we  can  stop  war  supplies  going  from 
this  country  to  Japan.  (Applause)  .  .  . 

"The  democratic  states  have  the  overwhelming  balance  of  power 
in  economic  resources.  The  strongest  bloc,  which  was  decisive  in  the 
World  War  and  will  be  decisive  one  way  or  the  other  in  this  struggle 
for  democracy  and  peace,  is  the  economic  resources  of  the  United 
States  .  .  .  Surely  our  policy  should  be  plain :  it  is  to  defeat  the  Fascist 
powers  by  economic  weapons  while  that  can  still  be  done  and  not  to 
let  the  matter  go  until  it  will  be  too  late  to  use  the  economic  power 
at  our  disposal.  Of  course,  there  is  some  risk  in  this  but  not  nearly 
so  much  risk  as  the  certain  consequences  of  doing  nothing.  If  we  do 
nothing  these  Fascist  powers  Will  get  at  their  command  the  economic 
resources  of  North  China  .  .  .  The  other  point  that  must  never  be 
forgotten  is  that  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  United  States,  because 
of  its  peculiar  position  geographically  and  economically  to  take  the 
lead.  It  is  also  our  responsibility  and  duty  to  invite  and  plan  for  the 
concerted  efforts  called  for  by  the  President  in  his  Chicago  address. 
Concerted  effort  at  this  time  reduces  the  risk  of  economic  action 
against  Fascist  powers  to  a  practical  minimum. 


Neutrality 

"On  the  Neutrality  Law,  we  are  in  the  position — being  led  step 
by  step  through  our  concrete  actions  on  Spain  and  China — of  demand- 
ing not  simply  the  amendment  of  the  present  Neutrality  Law  but  its 
replacement  by  an  honest  embargo  statute.  By  honest  embargo  statute, 
I  mean  one  that  does  not  deceive  the  American  people  under  the  name 
of  Neutrality  by  leading  them  into  economic  aid  to  the  Fascist  govern- 
ments. We  have  exposed  time  and  again  the  un-neutrality  of  the 
present  Neutrality  Statute.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  it  has  operated 
to  help  Franco  and  his  allies.  Nor  can  it  be-  denied  that  if  applied 
today  in  the  Chinese  situation,  it  would  shut  off  from  China  the  prod- 
ucts of  war  which  she  cannot  produce  and  wTould  still  keep  open  to 
Japan  the  raw  materials  that  her  arms  factories  need  .  .  .  It  has  not 
kept  us  out  of  war  because  some  of  our  labor  materials  are  in  every 
shell  that  falls  on  the  Chinese. 

''The  same  thing  is  happening  on  the  Franco  side  in  Spain.  The 
policy  of  opening  our  markets  to  the  aggressor  while  we  know  he  is 
planning  aggression  and  then  closing  them  to  the  victim  is  simply  an 
invitation  to  the  Fascists  to  stock  up  in  advance  knowing  that  their 
victims  will  be  deprived  of  our  markets  .  .  .  This  legislation  is  not 
neutrality,  in  reality  it  makes  for  war  and  not  for  peace.  (Applause.) 
We  must  continue  to  insist  that  Roosevelt's  proposal:  to  quarantine 
the  aggressor  be  implemented  by  Congress,  and  that  the  basic  prin- 
ciple of  our  foreign  policy  must  be  to  weaken  the  Fascist  powers  and 
to  strengthen  the  peoples'  governments  by  the  use  of  our  economic 
resources. 

Democratic  Rights 

"Now  we  come  to  the  question  of  democratic  rights  in  this  coun- 
try. What  is  our  record  here?  Wherever  the  industrialists  have 
attacked  the  basic  elementary  rights  of  the  workers  we  have  thrown 
our  forces  into  that  situation  on  the  side  of  the  workers  and  we  will 
continue  always  to  do  that.  (Applause.)  We  have  in  many  instances 
taken  the  lead  in  the  organization  of  action  against  the  vigilantism 
of  the  big  industrialists  .  .  .  Wherever  labor's  right  to  work  and 
organize  is  about  to  be  met  with  force  and  violence  we  wiM  go  into 
that  community  and  together  with  other  democratic  elements  organize 
emergency  Citizens'  Committees  to  provide  adequate  defense,  before 
the  offensive  begins.  (Applause.) 

"In  regard  to  legislative  attacks  that  will  be  launched  in  state 
legislatures  and  in  Congress — proposals  to  incorporate  labor  unions 
and  put  them  under  financial  inspection  of  the  state — it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  wage  a  campaign  of  education,  especially  among  the  middle 
classes  .  .  . 
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"Do  not  underestimate  the  power  of  the  mobilization  of  reaction- 
aries that  we  are  now  to  confront  .  .  .  The  right  to  live  is  the  basic 
democratic  right  and  that  must  be  secured  today  in  the  machine  age 
by  collective  democratic  action.  When  the  workers  and  the  farmers 
and  the  unemployed  and  the  professionals  mobilize  their  forces  to 
defend  their  basic  right  to  live,  this  League  will  give  them  all  the 
support  it  possibly  can  give  them  to  secure  this  right.  (Applause)  .  .  . 

"Our  movement  from  the  begnning  has  known  that  the  present 
price  and  profit  economy  itself  was  the  basic  cause  of  war  and  the 
basic  origin  of  Fascism.  (Applause.)  Hence,  since  we  cannot  solve 
these  two  problems  without  a  recognition  of  this  basic  economic  fact, 
we  must  be  prepared  in  the  development  of  this  movement  to  educate 
the  people  in  the  necessity  of  solving  the  problem  of  how  to  live,  so 
that  the  Fascist  elements  will  not  be  able  by  their  deception  to  capture 
the  masses  for  their  program. 

Organizational  Problems 

"Now  we  come  to  the  basic  question  of  organization  ...  If  you 
examine  our  movement  carefully  you  will  find  that  the  forces  for 
peace  and  democracy  are  stronger  today  than  ever  in  this  country. 
You  will  also  find  that  in  prestige,  in  influence  and  in  pressure  value 
this  movement  is  more  powerful  now  than  it  was  at  our  last  Congress. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  have  been  weakened  organizationally  in  a 
large  degree  by  the  Spanish  campaign  because  of  the  forces  and  the 
money  that  had  to  be  put  into  the  campaign  .  .  .  There  is  only  one 
answer  and  that  is  to  find  new  forces  and  to  bring  them  into  the 
League  .  .  . 

"We  were  instructed  by  the  last  Congress  to  conduct  discussions 
with  leaders  of  organized  labor  regarding  a  closer  relationship  of  the 
labor  movement  to  the  struggle  for  democracy  and  peace  ...  In 
carrying  out  these  negotiations  we  have  found  two  obstacles  to  further 
developments.  One  has  been  some  objection  to  the  name  of  the  organi- 
zation. 'Why  aren't  you  for  instead  of  against'  many  would  say.  Then 
the  objection  has  been  raised  that  the  original  plan  of  our  organization 
to  include  a  representation  of  all  political  groups  has  not  been  practical 
and  we  found  ourselves  with  only  one  political  party  affiliated  in  the 
movement  .  .  .  Therefore  your  National  Committee  will  present  to 
this  Congress  several  brief  proposals  for  changes  calculated  to  remove 
these  obstacles  .  .  . 

"There  is  just  one  question  I  wish  to  raise  in  conclusion  .  .  .  The 
struggle  in  Europe  and  in  Asia  shows  very  clearly  that  the  Democratic 
forces,  the  anti-war  forces  move  always  slower  than  the  Fascist  aggres- 
sors. They  were  too  slow  to  unite  in  Italy.  They  were  too  slow  to 


unite  in  Germany.  They  were  too  slow  to  act  in  Austria.  They  were 
too  slow  to  act  in  Spain  to  stop  those  military  traitors.  There  is  one 
place  where  they  acted  in  time  in  Europe  and  that  was  France.  In 
France  they  anticipated  and  stopped  the  Fascist  aggressions.  (Ap- 
plause.) They  still  have  a  big  battle  to  fight  there,  but  the  point  is 
this:  They  took  the  offensive.  They  did  not  wait  for  the  Fascists  to 
strike  in  the  open.  As  soon  as  the  Fascists  appeared  upon  the  streets 
of  Paris  with  arms,  the  forces  of  democracy  drove  them  off  the  streets, 
and  compelled  the  Government  to  take  arms  away  from  them.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

"Do  you  know  what  was  behind  that?  I  will  tell  you.  Behind 
that  was  the  French  League  Against  War  and  Fascism,  which  pre- 
pared the  people  for  that.  (Applause.)  If  they  had  not  had  a  French 
League  Against  War  and  Fascism,  they  wouldn't  have  been  prepared, 
they  wouldn't  have  known  what  was  going  on,  or  how  to  act.  I  sub- 
mit to  you,  with  the  evidence  before  us  of  the  attack  on  democracy 
and  peace  in  this  country,  that  the  thing  for  us  to  do  now  is  to  form 
a  movement  which  can  take  the  offensive,  which  can  act  before  the 
anti-democratic  forces  capture  the  government."  (Applause.) 

Report  of  Paul  M.  Reid,  Executive  Secretary : 

"In  the  23  months  since  its  Third  National  Congress,  the  American 
League  has  grown  greatly  in  influence,  pressure,  power  and  prestige. 
Its  presence  and  campaigns  have  been  felt  in  Congress,  on  the  State 
Department,  in  state  legislatures,  in  city  councils  and  upon  anti- 
democratic organizations.  This  growth  in  prestige  has  outdistanced 
the  actual  increase  in  membership  and  affiliations.  The  American 
League  is  not  yet  a  truly  mass  organization,  though  on  occasions  its 
campaigns  have  attained  mass  power  and  effectiveness  .  .  . 

Status  of  the  Organization 

(1)  "At  the  time  of  the  Second  Congress  (Sept.  1934),  the 
American  League  was  established  in  44  cities  in  16  states.  Today  the 
League  has  102  organizations  in  24  states. 

(2)  "Starting  with  835  enlisted  individual  supporters  at  the  time 
of  the  Second  Congress,  the  League  had  4,500  members  at  the  time 
of  the  Third  Congress.  Today  we  have  7,594.  This  is  a  gain  of  6Sy2 
per  cent. 

(3)  "At  the  present  time  the  League  has  315  local,  four  state 
and  ten  national  affiliates  as  against  302  local  and  7  national  affiliated 
bodies  on  January  1,  1936.  Since  the  Third  Congress,  national  organi- 
zations entering  into  the  affiliate  relation  include  the  National  Farm 
Holiday  Association,  the  Young  People's  Leagues  of  the  United  Syna- 


gogues  and  the  Armenian  Youth  of  America.  It  is  noteworthy  that  78 
of  the  local  affiliates  are  trade  unions,  constituting  a  proportion  of 
25  per  cent. 

Growth  in  Staff 

"Since  the  Third  Congress  we  have  added  a  campaign  director 
to  the  Natonal  Staff  in  the  person  of  William  E.  Dodd,  Jr.  In  the 
field  we  still  have  three  full  time  organizers  who  have  been  assisted 
in  their  work  from  time  to  time  by  additional  organizers.  In  1936 
we  established  a  publicity  and  publications  department  with  a  full-time 
person  in  charge.  At  various  times  during  the  past  23  months  wTe  have 
employed  a  finance  secretary  for  special  drives.  A  large  group  of 
volunteer  workers  has  constantly  supplemented  our  over-burdened 
staff. 

Publicity  and  Publications 

"Since  April  1936  we  have  maintained  a  regular  weekly  press 
service  which  reaches  1250  publications  ...  In  the  last  23  months  the 
League  has  published  12  pamphlets,  26  leaflets  and  has  issued  two 
annual  calendars  .  .  .  Total  sales  of  pamphlets  and  leaflets  since  the 
Third  Congress  stand  at  621,691  as  against  a  total  of  429,200  in  the 
15  months  between  the  Second  and  Third  Congresses. 

"FACTS  AND  FIGURES,  our  semi-monthly  bulletin  of  infor- 
mation has  been  continued  and  is  circulated  to  some  800  individuals 
and  organizations.  For  a  year  now  we  have  also  had  a  semi-monthly 
trade  union  bulletin  especially  for  affiliated  and  interested  unions  .  .  . 
In  addition  to  continuing  THE  AMPLIFIER,  our  monthly  organi- 
zational bulletin  for  League  secretaries,  we  now  have  a  monthly 
literature  bulletin,  THE  DISTRIBUTOR,  which  is  sent  to  all 
literature  agents. 

Finances 

"At  the  time  of  the  Third  Congress,  it  was  estimated  that  a  budget 
of  $18,000  would  be  necessary  to  carry  the  work  of  the  League  for 
1936.  The  budget  of  the  previous  year  had  been  $10,000.  During 
1936  our  income  was  $17,315.  During  the  first  three  quarters  of  1937 
our  income  was  $15,035.31.  Our  expenses,  however,  due  to  the  heavier 
pressure  on  the  organization  during  this  crucial  year,  were  $17,810.33 
for  this  nine  month  period.  Our  total  income  for  the  twelve  month 
period  of  1937  will  probably  run  about  $19,500,  leaving  us  with  a 
deficit  of  between  two  and  three  thousand  dollars  .  .  .  When  we  con- 
sider the  fact  that  the  League  adopted  a  budget  calling  for  $26,311.00 
for  the  calendar  year  of   1937   an  increase  of  60  per  cent  over  the 


previous  year  and  will  probably  raise  nearly  75  per  cent  of  this  sum, 
you  will  see  that  an  advance  has  been  made.  It  is  evident  that  more 
substantial  and  more  stable  financial  support  must  be  obtained  for 
the  League  in  order  to  meet  the  great  demands  made  upon  such  an 
organization  in  these  critical  days. 

Major  Activities 

"In  1936  we  fought  in  Congress  for  an  embargo  on  oil  to  Mussolini 
in  order  to  hamper  his  conquest  of  Ethiopia.  Gag  bills,  war  budgets 
and  military  measures  were  other  items  of  attack  in  our  national 
legislature  .  .  .  The  League  suported  formation  and  subsequent  work 
of  the  Senate  Committee  to  investigate  violations  of  civil  rights  .  .  . 
In  September  of  that  year,  the  League  sent  15  delegates  to  the  World 
Peace  Conference  at  Brussels,  headed  by  Dr.  Harry  F.  Ward  .  .  . 

"In  the  early  weeks  of  the  Spanish  Civil  War,  the  League  raised 
some  three  thousand  dollars  for  Labor's  Red  Cross  for  Spain.  The 
League  was  also  co-founder  and  a  moving  force  in  the  creation  of  the 
North  American  Committee  to  Aid  Spanish  Democracy.  In  addition 
to  $7,918.81  in  cash,  tons  of  clothing  and  thousands  of  cans  of  food 
were  collected  and  contributed  for  the  aid  of  Spanish  Democracy. 
In  the  past  five  months  the  League  has  founded  three  homes  for 
children  in  Spain. 

"In  Congress  the  League  fought  the  un-neutral  Neutrality  Law 
from  the  very  outset.  We  also  aided  in  forcing  the  State  Department 
to  reverse  its  passport  restrictions  on  Americans  going  to  Spain  to 
perform  humanitarian  services.  We  have  urged  the  application  of 
embargoes  on  war  materials  to  Germany  and  Italy. 

"Aid  to  labor  in  its  fight  for  civil  rights  has  been  a  continuous 
activity  of  the  League.  Active  support  was  given  in  the  Seattle  and 
Milwaukee  Guild  strikes,  in  Toledo  against  the  Black  Legion,  in 
Terre  Haute  against  martial  law  and  anti-picketing  legislation,  in 
New  York  City  against  anti-labor  laws  and  against  violence  in  the 
waterfront  and  elevator  strikes.  In  1937  our  members  and  organizations 
supported  labor's  rights  in  the  auto  and  steel  strikes,  taking  part  in 
conferences  and  picket  lines.  More  recently — on  October  8th — the 
League  organized  an  open  hearing  on  vigilante  activities  at  Pittsburgh. 

"In  Congress  this  year  the  American  League  was  one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  campaign  against  the  Sheppard-Hill  Bill,  the  legislative  medium 
of  the  notorious  Industrial  Mobilization  Plan.  Likewise  the  League 
supported  several  measures  in  Congress:  extension  of  the  La  Follette 
Civil  Liberties  Committee,  passage  of  the  anti-iynching  bill,  adoption 
of  Nye-Fish  resolution  for  embargo  of  all  war  supplies  in  peace  time, 


revision  of  the  Copeland  Bill  'fink'  clause,  support  for  Cellar  Bill 
to  remove  section  213A  of  the  Economy  Act  and  support  for  Ludlow 
Amendment  calling  for  referendum  of  the  people  on  war.  The  Wash- 
ington Legislative  Conference  called  by  the  League  in  March  of  this 
year  was  attended  by  252  delegates  representing  almost  1,200,000 
citizens  on  the  eastern  seaboard. 

"Nationally  the  League  was  the  first  organization — so  far  as  we 
can  discover — to  call  for  a  boycott  on  Japanese  goods.  The  mass  meet- 
ing for  China  held  in  Madison  Square  Garden  in  New  York  City 
under  joint  auspices  of  the  League  and  the  American  Friends  of 
Chinese  People  on  October  1st  was  of  prime  importance  in  launching 
the  nation-wide  campaign  for  China.  At  present  the  League  is  serving 
as  a  clearing  house  for  information  and  collector  of  relief  funds  for 
the  China  campaign. 

"It  is  now  over  four  years  since  the  American  League  Against 
War  and  Fascism  first  made  its  appearance  on  the  American  scene. 
This  organization  has  done  a  pioneering  job.  It  has  made  significant 
advances  in  bringing  together  the  forces  that  have  the  power  and  are 
under  the  necessity  of  ending  war  and  stopping  Fascism.  Today,  facing 
more  pressing  demands  and  more  insistent  problems,  the  League  has 
more  actual  power  and  greater  potentialities  than  at  any  time  in  its 
history.  We  are  met  here  in  this  Congress  to  broaden  that  power  and 
realize  more  of  these  potentialities  in  the  interests  of  the  American 
people." 

Report  of  Joseph  Pass,  Editor  of  The  Fight: 

.  .  .  "We  are  meeting  at  a  time  of  two  wars,  one  in  the  Far  East 
and  one  in  Spain,  at  a  time  when  the  Fascist  forces,  Hitler,  Mussolini 
and  the  Japanese  military  government,  have  challenged  through  their 
recent  treaties,  the  Democratic  countries  of  the  world.  We  have  also 
recently  witnessed  the  same  Fascist  powers  extending  their  military 
arm  to  America.  I  am  referring  to  Brazil.  We  have  also  witnessed 
in  our  own  land  in  the  last  year  or  two  an  intensification  of  the 
struggle  between  the  Democratic  forces  and  the  reactionary  ones. 
We  have  seen  the  American  people  with  their  rich  tradition  of  de- 
mocracy dating  back  to  the  War  for  Independence  of  1776  and  the 
Civil  War,  reasserting  itself  in  the  great  struggle  which  Labor  has 
conducted  for  its  right  to  live,  for  decent  wages  and  hours,  the  right 
to  organize  into  unions  of  their  own  choosing  .  .  .  and  for  civil 
liberties  .  .  . 

"These  struggles  of  the  last  year  or  two  are  a  symbol  of  the  great 
Democratic  energy  of  the  American  people  and  a  challenge  to  the 
Hitlers  and  Mussolinis  everywhere  .  .  . 
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"When  our  International  Chairman,  Romain  Rolland,  asks  us  to 
expose  that  kind  of  Peace  which  is  masked  and  paralyzes  the  will,  he 
has  in  mind  those  forces  which  are  attempting  to  mislead  the  people. 
I  am  specifically  referring  to  certain  groups  in  this  country,  which  for 
lack  of  a  better  name,  can  only  be  described  ironically  as  Hitler's  peace 
societies,  who  are  spreading  poison  propaganda  on  the  issues  of  neu- 
trality and  isolation  .  .  . 

"The  Fight  magazine  has  had  the  function  and  pioneering  job 
of  informing  the  American  people  of,  and  educating  them  to  the 
dangers  of  Fascism  and  war,  and  of  projecting  to  the  front  the  demo- 
cratic struggles.  The  Fight  magazine  has  taken  up  the  struggles  of 
Labor  and  civil  rights  and  of  educating  and  uniting  the  middle  classes 
and  the  professionals  with  labor,  in  their  common  struggles  for  De- 
mocracy and  Peace. 

"This  has  not  been  an  easy  task;  to  publish  in  one  magazine  the 
type  of  material  which  can  be  understood  and  which  interests  varied 
groups  of  people  like  the  miner  and  steel  worker  in  Pennsylvania,  the 
agricultural  worker  in  California,  the  lumber-jack  in  Washington, 
the  preacher  in  Ohio,  the  college  graduate  in  Boston,  the  tenant 
farmer  in  the  South  and  the  office  worker  in  New  York.  Very  often 
these  people  do  not  read  the  same  books,  magazines,  and  even  to  some 
extent  the  same  types  of  newspapers.  It  is  our  job  to  reach  them  all, 
a  function  which  to  our  knowledge  no  other  magazine  in  America  has. 
We  have  therefore  tried  to  find  a  common  denominator,  although  we 
realize  that  it  is  almost  an  impossible  task  to  satisfy  all  and  to  be  able 
to  reach  all  through  the  pages  of  one  publication  .  .  . 

"I  would  like  in  this  report  to  give  a  brief,  and  because  of  the  lack 
of  time,  an  incomplete  review  of  the  type  of  material  which  has  ap- 
peared in  the  last  21  numbers  of  this  monthly  publication,  and  these 
are  the  21  numbers  in  its  new  format." 

(Air.  Pass  then  proceeded  to  review  the  type  of  material  which 
has  appeared  in  The  Fight  during  the  last  two  years.) 

"We  have  experimented  and  we  have  learned,  and  while  it  is  im- 
possible to  include  everything  in  a  monthly  magazine  of  only  32 
pages,  we  have  tried  and  we  believe  we  have  succeeded  in  a  good 
measure  in  choosing  that  type  of  material  which  would  educate  and 
inform  tens  of  thousands  of  people  in  all  walks  of  life  .  .  . 

"We  must  find  a  way  in  our  League  to  spread  our  message.  We 
must  learn  how  to  improve  our  literature.  We  must,  if  we  are  to 
succeed  in  our  struggle  for  a  better  world,  for  a  world  where  De- 
mocracy and  peace  will  be  an  established  fact,  learn  how  to  spread 


our  literature  .  .  .  The  year  ahead  of  us  will  be  the  turning  point  in 
our  lives.  Democracy  or  Fascism?  Peace  or  war?  The  democratic 
forces  of  the  world,  the  worker,  the  farmer,  the  professional  and  the 
middle-class  man  and  woman  ask  only  for  what  is  justly  theirs,  the 
right  to  life,  liberty  and  happiness.  That  right  will  not  be  handed 
down  to  us  on  a  silver  platter  .  .  .  The  lines  are  forming.  We  must 
and  we  will  unite  all  the  democratic  and  peace-loving  people  of 
America  and  of  the  world  to  preserve  our  lives  and  liberties  .  .  ." 


Following  the  above  three  reports,  Dr.  Harry  F.  Ward  submitted 
to  the  delegates  recommendations  for  the  reorganization  of  the  Ameri- 
can League  Against  War  and  Fascism  which  had  been  formulated 
and  approved  by  the  National  Bureau.  The  salient  features  of  the 
proposed  reorganization  were  outlined  as  follows: 

1.  That  the  name  American  League  Against  War  and  Fascism 
be  changed  to  American  League  for  Peace  and  Democracy. 

2.  That  the  American  League  for  Peace  and  Democracy  be  com- 
posed of  all  organizations  interested  in  preserving  democracy  and  se- 
curing peace,  except  political  parties,  and  of  individual  members. 

3.  That  the  National  Committee  be  composed  of  representatives 
of  the  organizations  uniting  in  the  League  on  a  proportional  basis 
later  to  be  agreed  upon,  together  with  representatives  of  the  individual 
members  chosen  on  a  geographical  and  proportional  basis,  the  Bureau 
in  turn  to  be  representative  of  all  major  group  interests  represented 
in  the  National  Committee. 

4.  That  a  drive  be  started  to  secure  a  larger  individual  member- 
ship at  fifty  cents  a  year  with  opportunity  to  pay  it  monthly  or  weekly. 

These  proposals  were  referred  to  the  Reorganization  Committee 
for  action. 

In  explaining  the  necessity  of  adopting  the  second  paragraph  as 
stipulated  in  the  proposed  reorganization,  Dr.  Ward  pointed  out  that 
the  present  situation  wThereby  only  one  national  political  party  is 
affiliated  with  the  League,  was  contrary  to  the  original  plan  and  pur- 
pose of  the  organization  and  tended  to  become  an  obstacle  to  official 
adherence  of  large  international  unions. 

Since  the  Communist  Party  is  the  only  political  organization  at 
present  affiliated  with  the  American  League,  Dr.  Ward  called  upon 
its  spokesman,  Earl  Browder,  to  discuss  the  attitude  of  his  Party 
toward  the  proposed  reorganizational  change. 


Discussion  on  the  Proposal  to  Exclude  Political  Parties 

Earl  Browder,  General  Secretary  of  the  Communist  Party : 
"I  want  to  add  my  voice  to  the  proposal  that  was  given  to  you  by 
the  Executive  of  the  League  and  urge  that  this  proposal  be  adopted  .  .  . 
This  is  not  a  proposal  to  discriminate  against  the  Communist  Party 
or  to  establish  rules  whereby  the  Party  will  not  be  officially  represented 
in  the  organization  of  the  American  League  for  Peace  and  Democracy. 
Most  of  you  here  are  members  of  other  parties,  only  a  small  minority 
are  Communists.  You  are  Republicans,  Democrats,  Socialists,  Farmer- 
Laborites  and  members  of  other  minority  groups,  in  your  overwhelm- 
ing majority.  If  you  could  bring  your  parties  officially  into  the  Ameri- 
can League  we  would  all  be  happy  to  have  all  the  present  parties 
represented  in  the  League.  We  are  perfectly  satisfied  to  have  our 
representation  through  those  who  are  elected  as  representatives  of 
non-party  organizations  through  their  own  recognized  work  in  those 
organizations.  The  American  League  is  free  to  call  upon  the  services 
of  every  Communist  in  the  United  States.  Anything  you  want  us  to 
do  just  call  upon  us  and  we  will  do  it.  I  myself  am  not  only  a  fraternal 
delegate  from  the  Communist  Party  but  also  am  an  official  delegate 
from  the  International  Workers  Order,  a  fraternal  organization  of 
135,000  people,  and  in  that  capacity  I  want  to  take  my  part  in  this 
Congress  and  the  work  of  the  League  hereafter." 

Dr.  Harry  F.  Ward,  Chairman  of  the  People's  Congress: 
"I  have  worked  for  many  years  in  public  life  in  relation  with  all 
sorts  of  people  and  particularly  in  the  religious  world.  I  have  never 
worked  with  people  who  have  played  squarer  or  fairer  than  the  Com- 
munist Party  dealing  in  the  work  of  the  American  League  ...  I  hope 
that  some  of  you  will  be  able  to  go  home  and  from  what  you  have 
heard  here,  refute  the  arguments  when  they  arise  concerning  the 
nature  and  control  of  the  League." 

Dr.  Robert  Morss  Lovett,  a  vice-chairman  of  the  American 
League : 

"I  would  like  to  endorse  everything  Ward  has  said  about  the 
helpful  attitude  of  the  Communist  Party  towards  our  organization. 
I  say  with  him  that  my  association  with  them  has  been  always  happy 
and  always  cooperative.  They  have  set  an  example  to  all  of  us  in 
subordinating  our  individual  preferences  to  the  great  work  that  lies 
before  us." 

Earlier  in  the  session,  Earl  Browder  called  the  attention  of  the 
delegates  to  the  outrageous  discrimination  against  the  Negro  delegates 


by  Pittsburgh  hotels  and  restaurants.  A  special  committee  was  set 
up  consisting  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Robinson,  Rev.  David  Licorish,  William 
Patterson,  Moran  Weston,  Angelo  Herndon,  and  Vernal  J.  Williams 
to  decide  on  action  to  be  taken  by  the  Congress  on  this  question. 

On  behalf  of  the  National  Executive  Committee,  Dr.  Robert 
Morss  Lovett  presented  its  nominations  for  the  committees  on  Reor- 
ganization, Program,  Resolutions,  Nominations  and  Credentials.  These 
lists  were  augmented  by  additional  nominees  from  the  floor.  The  entire 
slate  of  nominations  was  unanimously  elected. 


ORGANIZATIONAL  COMMITTEES 

(As  elected  by  the  People's  Congress  for  Democracy  and  Peace) 

Reorganization  Committee — LeRoy  Bowman  (AWF),  Chair- 
man; Albert  Ciccone  (Labor),  William  Patterson  (Negro),  Russell 
Babcock  (Professional),  Richard  S.  Childs  (Professional),  Erich  von 
Schroetter  (Fraternal),  Charles  Krumbein  (Fraternal),  Margaret 
Forsyth  (AWF),  Joseph  Cadden  (Youth),  Bert  Leech  (AWF), 
William  Armstrong  (Negro),  Eugene  Martinson  (Labor),  I.  Brad- 
ley (Labor),  William  Albertson  (Labor),  Louis  Simon  (Labor), 
William  Zuckerman  (Labor),  C.  M.  Marino  (Labor),  J.  Stack 
(Labor),  Samuel  Kaufman  (Labor),  J.  K.  Hamilton  (Farm), 
Elizabeth  Fry  (Women),  Rabbi  Max  Maccoby  (Religious),  Joseph 
Lash  (Youth),  Max  Bedacht  (Fraternal),  Dr.  Herman  F.  Reissig 
(Religious),  J.  Portal  (AWF),  Rev.  J.  W.  Robinson  (Religious), 
Moran  Weston  (Negro),  S.  A.  Burquist  (Labor),  H.  Patch 
(Youth),  John  B.  O'Shea  (Labor),  John  Priboni  (Labor),  Audley 
Moore  (Negro),  Dr.  David  M.  Licorish  (Religious). 

Program  Committee — Dr.  R.  M.  Lovett  (AWF),  Chairman;  C. 
A.  Hathaway  (Fraternal),  Mrs.  Meta  Berger  (AWF),  Mrs.  Helen 
Holman  (Negro),  Miss  Dorothy  McConnell  (Women),  A.  A. 
Heller  (Fraternal),  S.  H.  Dalrymple  (Labor),  Hugh  Wing  (Labor), 
G.  H.  Campbell  (Labor),  George  Palda  (Labor),  Joseph  Vina 
(Labor),  Benjamin  Fee  (Chinese  and  Labor),  W.  Burkhart  (Labor), 
John  Bobbitt  (Professional),  A.  Isserman  (Civil  Rights),  Carl  Davis 
(Labor),  Anton  Becker  (Labor),  N.  Zonarich  (Labor),  Theodore 
Carlson  (Professional),  J.  Crawford  (Labor),  Miriam  Ristine  (Re- 
ligious), Mrs.  J.  X.  Cohen  (Women),  E.  Gilmartin  (Civil  Rights), 
J.  D.  Butkovich  (Fraternal),  Gustav  Pikal  (Fraternal),  Paul 
Rogers  (AWF),  Joseph  Pass  (AWF),  Blanche  Bray  (Peace),  Eva 
Gillespie   (Religious),  Alwood  Keppley    (Labor),  Angelo  Herndon 
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(Fraternal),  Barrington  Dunbar  (Religious),  S.  D'Inzullo  (Labor), 
Oscar  Schneller  (AWF),  A.  E.  Campton  (Farm). 

Resolutions  Committee — Eleanor  Brannan  (AWF),  Chairman; 
Earl  Browder  (Fraternal),  James  Waterman  Wise  (AWF),  Jacob 
Mirskv  (Labor),  Dr.  Max  Yergan  (Negro),  Anna  C.  Schneiderman 
(AWF),  Walter  Lurie  (Professional),  David  Pierce  (AWF),  I. 
Kreschevsky  (Professional),  Y.  T.  Wu  (Religious),  Chu  Tong 
(Chinese  and  Labor),  George  Hampel  (Labor),  Dr.  Emily  Pierson 
(Professional),  Elizabeth  Gurley  Flynn  (Civil  Rights),  Mrs.  Blanche 
Lowenthal  (Peace),  Samuel  Wolchok  (Labor),  William  Goddard 
(Labor),  R.  E.  Bellinger  (Labor),  Al  Hyman  (Labor),  Charles  S. 
Zimmerman  (Labor),  Ruben  Zuckerman  (Labor),  Mikio  Kubota 
(Japanese  and  Peace),  Mrs.  B.  Fink  (Professional),  Dr.  Kurt  Rosen- 
feld  (Fraternal),  Rabbi  Benjamin  Bokser  (Religious),  Rev.  B.  F. 
Crawford  (Religious),  James  Lerner  (Youth),  Rev.  Jule  Ayers  (Re- 
ligious), J.  Gassimus  (Fraternal),  Anna  Damon  (Fraternal),  David 
Clendenin  (Labor),  Daniel  Howard  (Cultural),  Girolamo  Valenti 
(Fraternal),  Ruth  Berman  (Youth),  James  Alsbrook  (Youth),  N. 
P.Atkinson  (Fraternal),  Everett  Karetza  (Labor),  Oscar  Christen- 
sen  (Farm). 

Nominatiojis  Committee —  Roger  Baldwin  (Civil  Liberties), 
Chairman;  W.  B.  Cochran  (Religious),  James  W.  Ford  (Negro), 
Thomas  Wright  (Educational),  Abraham  Feingold  (Professional), 
Mrs.  Jeannette  Turner  (Women),  Jack  Rosenberg  (Labor),  Bar- 
bara Perger  (Labor),  Joe  Chandler  (Labor),  August  Mueller 
(Labor),  Frank  C.  Pepper  (Labor),  Max  Kraus  (Labor),  William 
Larson  (Labor), William  Gordan  (Labor),  Mrs.  George  G.  Bray 
(Peace),  Louise  Bransten  (AWF),  Margaret  Cowl  (Women),  Ben 
Gold  (Labor),  Gordon  Sloane  (Youth),  S.  R.  Solomonick  (AWF), 
Robert  Dunn  (Professional),  Beatrice  Selig  (Religious),  Ann  Gott- 
lieb (Peace),  John  Downey  (Labor),  Nora  Sauer  (Religious). 

Credentials  Committee — Jessie  O'Connor  (AWF),  Chairman; 
William  Mangold  (AWF),' William  Hill  (Negro),  H.  T.  Mc- 
Greedy   (Labor),  W.  H.  Hobbs  (Labor). 

SESSION  ON  ISSUES 

(Saturday  Afternoon) 

The  session  was  divided  broadly  into  discussions  on  two  phases — 
Democracy  and  Peace.  The  earlier  part  of  the  afternoon  was  devoted 
to  deliberations  on  the  issues  of  stopping  violence  against  labor,  de- 


feating  anti-labor  legislation  and  halting  local  attacks  on  democratic 
rights.  The  rest  of  the  session  concerned  itself  with  reports  on  the 
Japanese  boycott  campaign,  stopping  war  supplies  to  invader  nations 
and  incipient  Fascism  in  Latin  and  South  Americas. 

DEMOCRACY 

The  Chairman  called  the  delegates  to  order  at  2:00  P.M.  After 
briefly  outlining  the  topics  to  be  considered  at  this  session,  he  called 
upon  Paul  M.  Reid  to  read  the  additional  greetings  received  by  the 
Congress. 

Greetings  from  Governor  Elmer  A.  Benson  of  Minnesota: 
"Two  facts  stand  out  above  all  others  in  the  present  world  situa- 
tion. The  first  is  that  the  danger  of  war — a  world-wide  war —  is 
growing  day  by  day.  The  second  is  that  the  threat  to  peace  comes 
entirely  from  a  small  group  of  power-greedy  Fascist  nations.  These 
facts  place  a  great  responsibility  on  the  peace-loving  people  of  the 
world — the  people  in  those  countries  where  the  democratic  processes 
are  still  part  of  the  fabric  of  society  and  particularly  on  the  people 
oi  America.  The  historic  words  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  his  Chicago  address  finds  strong  confirmation  in  the  hearts  of  all 
progressive  democratic  people.  I  announce  my  allegiance  to  the  pro- 
gram of  peace  thus  formulated,  recognizing  that  in  our  tangled  inter- 
dependent world,  peace  can  triumph  only  when  the  ninety  per  cent  of 
the  people  who  want  peace  join  in  united  action  to  quarantine  ruthless 
aggressors  who  would  plunge  the  whole  world  into  a  welter  of 
slaughter.  The  People's  Congress  for  Democracy  and  Peace  bears  a 
grave  responsibility.  It  is  my  heartfelt  wish  that  you  will  have  every 
success  in  carrying  out  your  fine  humanitarian  aims." 

Three  hundred  thousand  Canadians  united  in  the  Canadian 
League  for  Peace  and  Democracy  sent  their  fraternal  greetings  to  the 
People's  Congress  and  pledged  cooperation  "to  uphold  democracy  on 
the  North  American  continent  and  turn  back  the  advancing  tide  of 
reaction."  Other  greetings  received  were  from  the  Colorado  Pro- 
gressive Federation  and  from  Harry  Bridges,  President  International 
Longshoremen  and  Warehousemen's  Union,  assailing  the  attempt  of 
Fascist  dictators  to  plunge  the  world  into  another  conflagration. 

1.    Stopping  Violent  Attacks  Against  Labor 

The  session  was  then  opened  to  discussion  from  the  floor.  Short, 
spirited  reports  were  delivered  by  trade  union  delegates  from  various 
parts  of  the  country  relating  the  experiences  of  their  organizations  in 

26 


countering  atacks  on  organized  labor  by  vigilante  committees  and 
reactionary  government  officials. 

From  Alexander  Fuhse,  of  the  Freehold,  New  Jersey  Local  of 
United  Cannery  Workers  of  America,  came  a  scathing  attack  on  the 
"I-Am-the-Law"  tactics  of  Mayor  Frank  Hague  of  Jersey  City  who 
has  been  jailing  and  deporting  labor  organizers  in  flagrant  violation  of 
their  constitutional  rights.  He  predicted  the  early  defeat  of  the  bud- 
ding Fascist  dictator  through  the  formation  of  a  powerful  labor  party 
in  that  state. 

The  urgency  of  united  action  by  farmers  and  workers  in  defense 
of  civil  rights  was  stressed  by  Mike  Kostenko  of  North  Dakota,  dele- 
gate from  the  Farm  Holiday  Association. 

Tumultous  applause  greeted  the  declaration  by  Antone  Becker  of 
the  National  Maritime  Union  that  his  organization  "will  not  permit 
the  shipment  of  munitions  to  aggressor  nations." 

In  the  ensuing  discussion  the  following  delegates  participated :  Peter 
Zvara,  Chairman  of  the  Educational  Committee  of  the  Cleveland 
Steel  Council,  SWOC  1666;  Paul  Raniak,  Local  3  of  the  United 
Auto  Workers,  Detroit;  and  Larry  Tankka  of  the  Lumber  and 
Sawmill  Worker's  Union,  Local  15  Ironwood,  Michigan. 

2.     Defeating  Legislative  Drives  Against  Labor 

Address  by  A.  J.  Isserman: 

"The  indications  are  clear  that  in  the  coming  legislative  sessions 
the  drive  to  curtail  labor's  rights  will  be  greatly  intensified.  This  drive 
will  take  on  two  forms.  The  first  will  be  what  I  might  call  the  direct 
attack  upon  labor.  This  will  include  efforts  to  curtail  strikes,  to  limit 
or  prohibit  picketing  and  attempts  to  force  upon  labor  various  schemes 
of  compulsory  arbitration.  The  second  method  of  attack  is  more 
subtle.  In  it  is  included  various  'sedition'  and  criminal  syndicalism 
laws  which,  while  they  are  presumably  designed  to  prohibit  violence, 
are  invariably  used  to  suppress  peaceful  labor  organizational  activities, 
and  never  used  to  curb  violent  vigilante  activities  directed  against 
labor  .  .  . 

"Most  insidious  of  all  is  the  present  wave  of  employer  propaganda 
to  compel  the  registration  and  incorporation  of  trade  unions.  Those 
who  desire  the  incorporation  of  labor  unions  seek  not  to  fix  responsi- 
bility but  to  hamper  trade  union  organizations.  If  the  state  has  a  right 
to  demand  incorporation  of  trade  unions,  it  has  a  right  to  fix  the  terms 
of  that  incorporation.  By  fixing  impossible  or  onerous  terms,  labor 
unions  could  be  destroyed  .  .  .  Labor  has  come  to  realize  that  it  must 
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go  to  the  legislatures  not  only  to  protect  its  picket  lines,  but  also  to 
protect  the  gains  obtained  through  those  picket  lines.  From  this  ex- 
perience springs  the  present  rapid  growth  and  development  of  the 
movement  for  independent  political  action  by  labor.  Labor  now  wants 
and  is  directing  its  energies  to  placing  its  own  representatives  in  legis- 
latures. This  Congress  is  at  present  the  only  organization  which  throws 
its  doors  wide  open  to  all  who,  regardless  of  political  or  other  differ- 
ences, are  willing  to  unite  on  a  common  platform  against  Fascist  re- 
action. Here  labor  finds  represented  all  of  the  groups  that  are  inter- 
ested in  defeating  Fascist  attacks  upon  democratic  rights.  We  have 
assembled  here  with  the  hope  that  labor  and  its  allies,  including  all 
the  groups  here  represented  and  many  others,  will  ultimately  unite 
in  a  People's  Front  for  the  maintenance  and  extension  of  democratic 
rights  and  institutions  to  establish  the  right  of  all  persons  to  live 
securely  and  well." 

3.     Halting  Local  Attacks  on  Democratic  Rights 

How  the  Cleveland  Chapter  of  the  American  League  exposed  the 
pernicious  anti-democratic  activities  of  the  Association  of  Leagues  in 
that  city  was  told  by  Harry  I.  Becker.  The  Association  was  formed  by 
a  merger  of  Pelley's  Silver  Legion  with  diverse  Nazi  and  Fascist  or- 
ganizations in  Northern  Ohio.  Evidence  gathered  by  the  American 
League  has  shown  that  there  is  at  least  a  "working  agreement"  be- 
tween this  vigilante  coalition  and  the  Republic  Steel  Corporation.  The 
cardinal  principles  of  the  Association  are  predominantly  anti-union,  in 
addition  to  being  anti-Catholic,  anti-Jewish  and  anti-Negro.  The 
"fuehrer"  of  this  movement  is  the  notorious  Elsie  Theuer  (alias  Susan 
Sterling)  who  is  known  to  maintain  close  relations  with  the  Nazi 
Consul,  Rolf  Kassler.  The  American  League  Chapter  was  aided  in 
its  exposures  by  the  Cleveland  Press  which  publicized  the  shady 
activities  of  the  Association. 

The  aggressive  campaign  waged  against  local  Nazis  in  Philadel- 
phia was  described  by  Regina  Brownstein  of  the  Citizens'  Anti-Nazi 
Committee  of  the  American  League  in  that  city.  The  city  had  in 
recent  months  been  plagued  by  Nazi  mercenaries.  Nazi  meetings  wTere 
taking  place  in  various  parts  of  the  community.  Anti-democratic  leaf- 
lets and  stickers  were  plastered  on  public  posts  and  highways.  A  Ger- 
man-language newspaper  financed  by  the  Nazis  spread  race-hatred  and 
slandered  prominent  civic  leaders.  Through  the  work  of  the  Citizens' 
Committee  the  activities  of  the  Nazis  have  since  been  curbed.  Local 
merchants  were  visited  and  persuaded  to  discontinue  their  advertise- 
ments in  the  Nazi  sheet.  A  series  of  weekly  radio  broadcasts  have  been 


arranged  over  Station  WIP  to  keep  the  community  informed  on  Nazi 
issues  and  the  campaign  for  democracy.  The  Committee  is  also  publish- 
ing a  monthly  newspaper  which  is  being  widely  circulated. 

Report  by  Miss  Elizabeth  Gurley  Flynn  of  the  International 
Labor  Defense,  on  the  Present  Status  of  the  Tom  Mooney  Case : 

"We  have  been  engaged  for  21  years  in  an  effort  to  secure  the 
release  of  Thomas  Mooney,  our  most  famous  labor  prisoner.  He  has 
been  vindicated  long  ago.  Not  only  the  people  of  America  but  the 
enlightened  and  progressive  peoples  of  the  world  know  that  Tom 
Mooney  is  a  victim  of  a  dastardly  frame-up,  that  he  is  in  prison 
because  of  his  activities  and  loyalty  to  the  cause  of  labor.  The  Supreme 
Court  of  California  recently  refused  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  because 
they  dare  not  have  the  case  come  up  to  trial  again.  They  know  that 
there  isn't  a  shred  of  evidence  left  .  .  . 

"What  are  we  to  do  on  behalf  of  Mooney?  At  present  there  is  a 
Congressional  Committee  and  resolutions  have  been  introduced  by 
Senator  Murray  and  by  Congressman  O'Connell  demanding  a  thorough 
Federal  investigation  of  Mooney's  case.  The  hearing  will  be  held 
about  the  15th  of  December  before  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee. 
Resolutions  particularly  on  the  part  of  labor  and  other  progressive 
organizations  must  be  sent  at  once  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  and  to  those  who  are  acting 
on  behalf  of  Mooney  in  our  National  Capitol.  We  also  want  that 
Tom  Mooney  be  subpoenaed  as  a  witness  to  the  hearings  in  Washing- 
ton .  .  . 

"The  time  is  short.  A  meeting  is  being  arranged  at  the  Madison 
Square  Garden  at  New  York  City  on  the  15th  of  December  which 
will  be  the  rallying  point  of  united  labor  and  progressive  forces  from 
all  Eastern  States.  With  this  meeting  we  ought  to  be  able  again  to 
open  up  the  question  of  Tom  Mooney's  appeal  on  a  nation-wide  scale 
...  I  urge  you  to  realize  that  now  at  last  we  have  a  chance  to  open 
the  prison  doors,  release  and  vindicate  Tom  Mooney  .  .  . 

"One  of  the  musts  of  this  Congress  is  that  we  put  up  a  united 
front,  a  wide  vigorous  campaign  for  the  release  of  Mooney  and 
Billings,  for  the  vindication  of  these  victims  of  a  damnable  frame-up." 

Report  by  Moran  Weston  on  Behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Negro 
Discrimination : 

"The  first  proposal  adopted  by  our  Committee  was  that  we  take 
definite  action  against  hotels  which  refused  admission  to  Negroes. 
A  group  of  delegates  approached  the  manager  of  the  William  Penn 
Hotel  demanding  that  he  rescind  his  order.  When  he  refused  to  do  so, 
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five  hundred  of  our  delegates  picketed  the  hotel  .  .  .  Legal  aid  was 
secured  and  affidavits  were  executed  by  the  four  delegates  who  were 
denied  accommodations  at  the  William  Penn.  The  case  will  come  up 
for  trial  on  December  11th  .  .  . 

"Negro  delegates  were  refused  service  at  a  restaurant  where  a 
mixed  group  of  Negro  and  White  delegates  entered  in  separate  groups, 
food  wTas  served  to  the  Whites  but  denied  the  Negro  delegates.  The 
White  delegates  left  and  did  not  pay  their  bill.  At  Donohue's  Res- 
taurant the  police  were  summoned  and  compelled  the  management  to 
serve  two  Negroes. 

"We  then  called  upon  the  Mayor.  His  Secretary  said  that  he 
could  not  be  located.  We  want  to  urge  you  to  continue  to  make  it 
clear  to  the  people  of  Pittsburgh  that  we  can  be  served  meals  in  this 
city.  We  want  you  to  keep  in  mind  the  case  against  the  William  Penn 
Hotel  which  comes  up  December  11th.  Fight  Fascism  here  in  America 
as  well  as  abroad." 

PEACE 

Address  by  Miss  Jean  Lyon  on  Boycott  of  Japanese  Goods: 

"If  our  Government,  if  the  Brussels  Conference  won't  stop  Japan 
in  her  aggression  on  China,  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  people  to  do  so. 
The  weapon  of  the  people  is  the  boycott.  The  boycott  is  similar  to  the 
strike.  It  is  a  means  of  collective  bargaining  for  peace  .  .  .  The  reason 
the  boycott  is  important  is  because  Japan  is  dependent  for  war  ma- 
terials on  other  nations.  She  has  very  few  of  the  things  necessary 
with  which  to  fight.  Japan  has  to  buy  all  of  these  things  outside  of 
the  country.  Therefore,  she  must  have  money.  She  procures  the  cur- 
rency she  needs  by  selling  to  other  countries.  If  we  do  not  buy  from 
Japan,  she  will  not  have  the  money  to  pay  for  munitions  needed  to 
fight  China  .  .  . 

"Silk  is  the  only  commodity  which  is  entirely  made  in  Japan. 
Consequently  it  is  a  key  commodity  on  this  boycott  and  we  as  Ameri- 
can women  consume  more  silk  than  in  any  other  country.  We  consume 
85%  of  the  Japanese  silk.  If  we  refuse  to  buy  silk,  we  practically 
cripple  Japan's  ability  to  fight.  About  97%  of  the  silk  which  we  use 
comes  from  Japan  and  over  half  goes  into  women's  hosiery  .  .  .  There 
are  substitutes  for  silk  stockings.  There  is  no  reason  why  we  cannot 
make  non-silk  stockings  just  as  stylish  .  .  . 

"We  are  not  against  the  Japanese  people.  We  are  against  the 
Japanese  militarists.  We  do  not  want  to  hurt  the  Japanese  workers. 
What  will  the  boycott  do  to  the  Japanese  workers?  The  Japanese 


worker  who  will  be  affected  will  be  the  silk  grower.  Some  two  million 
Japanese  farmers  grow  silk  on  their  farms,  as  a  means  of  extra  income. 
But  they  will  not  be  affected,  since  the  silk  has  already  been  grown, 
and  is  in  the  hands  of  the  merchants  and  the  bankers  in  the  cities.  Our 
boycott  will  hurt  only  the  war-makers  .  .  . 

"As  for  the  effects  of  the  boycott  on  American  labor  .  .  .  Both  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  and  the  C.  I.  O.  have  come  out  in  favor  of  the  boycott 
principle.  I  spoke  to  Emil  Rieve,  an  organizer  for  the  C.  I.  O.  hosiery 
workers  union  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  he  told  me  that  he  was  not  wor- 
ried about  the  ninety  thousand  hosiery  workers.  There  will  have  to  be 
a  substitute.  Women  will  have  to  wear  stockings  and  rayon  and  lisle 
can  be  used  on  the  looms  now  used  for  silk.  If  the  demand  is  suffi- 
ciently great  to  make  the  manufacturers  change  from  silk  to  lisle  or 
rayon,  the  same  looms  and  the  same  workers  will  be  used.  There  has 
been  some  question  as  to  whether  or  not  it  will  affect  the  silk  fabri- 
cating industry.  There  the  same  thing  is  true.  The  looms  can  be  used 
interchangeably  for  silk  or  lisle  and  rayon  ...  It  seems  to  me  there- 
fore, that  on  the  whole  the  sacrifice  that  will  be  made  for  the  boycott 
is  one  that  must  be  made." 

Address  by  Miss  Haru  Matsui: 

"I  am  glad  that  I,  a  Japanese  woman,  can  come  here  and  join 
hands  with  you  who  believe  in  democracy  and  peace.  I  must  plead 
with  you  who  enjoy  peace  and  democracy  to  help  and  aid  us  in  attain- 
ing that  goal  .  .  .  During  the  last  six  years  Japan  has  gained  control 
of  Manchuria,  Jehol,  Manchuko,  and  provinces  in  North  China  ex- 
ceeding combined  area  of  England,  Germany,  France,  Italy,  and 
Spain,  with  a  population  of  about  150  million  people.  What  was  the 
result  of  this  expansion  ?  The  financial  and  industrial  barons  increased 
their  profits  more  than  200%.  The  living  cost  increased  by  50%. 
But  the  income  of  the  people  has  steadily  decreased  by  20%,  and 
their  living  standard  comes  to  a  new  low  .  .  . 

"Behind  the  gay  scene  of  flying  banners  one  cannot  help  but  see 
these  shadows  on  the  faces  of  mothers  and  daughters.  They  know  that 
their  sons  and  husbands  will  return  to  them  armless,  limbless,  and 
blind  .  .  .  The  number  of  dead  and  wounded  is  mounting  every  day. 
Wives  and  children  of  soldiers  wander  about  the  streets  cold  and 
hungry  without  shelter  and  clothing.  Military  control  over  the  people 
suppresses  the  will  and  desires  of  the  people.  War  is  transforming 
my  beautiful  country  of  cherry  blossoms  into  a  gloomy  land.  The  de- 
feat of  Japanese  militarists  and  Fascists  will  bring  peace,  liberty,  and 
happiness  not  only  to  the  Chinese  nation  but  to  the  Japanese  people 
as  well." 


Address  by  Representative  John  T.  Bernard  of  Minnesota: 

"From  this  morning's  Pittsburgh  press  I  learned  that  my  col- 
league and  good  friend,  Congressman  Jerry  J.  O'Connell  of  Montana, 
was  compelled  to  walk  through  a  picket  line  in  order  to  speak  at  your 
meeting  last  night.  I  was  surprised  and  grieved  to  read  that  it  was  a 
Catholic  picket  line,  for  like  Jerry  O'Connell,  I  am  also  a  Catholic, 
having  attended  a  parochial  school  in  France  for  seven  years.  I  take 
the  liberty  of  saying  that  peace  and  democracy  are  the  principles  for 
which  Jesus  of  Nazareth  died  on  the  cross.  Those  are  the  principles 
which  your  organization  is  striving  to  foster.  As  a  Catholic,  I  am 
with  you  a  hundred  percent  .  .  . 

"I  know  the  spirit  of  this  Congress  and  I  understand  that  you 
neither  need  nor  want  a  pep  talk  from  me.  You  have  asked  me  to 
speak  on  the  concrete  legislative  tasks  that  are  ahead.  You  want  me  to 
tell  you  what  we  in  Congress  propose  to  do  to  carry  out  your  mandate 
for  peace  and  democracy.  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  to  this  as- 
signment. The  President's  speech  at  Chicago  was  a  sign-post  pointing 
to  a  new  path  for  American  foreign  policy.  It  is  now  up  to  the  Con- 
gress to  take  the  first  firm  steps  along  that  new  path,  to  translate  the 
President's  historic  words  into  legislative  deeds.  Of  course,  this  means 
amending  the  Neutrality- Act  of  1937.  You  and  I,  when  we  opposed 
the  passage  of  this  Act  in  the  last  session  of  Congress,  did  so  because 
we  saw  clearly  that  it  was  un-neutral  in  fact  and  could  only  serve  to 
encourage  Fascism  and  war.  Now  events  have  proved  the  correctness 
of  our  vision. 

"How  shall  we  change  the  existing  neutrality  law,  substituting  for 
its  present  policy  a  policy  of  peace  in  line  with  Roosevelt's  Chicago 
speech?  .  .  .  The  legal  instrument  of  America's  foreign  policy  must 
clearly  and  sharply  distinguish  between  those  nations  which  do  accept 
the  'fundamental  decencies' — and  those  which  do  not.  It  must  sharply 
distinguish  between  aggressors  and  the  victims  of  aggression,  between 
invaders  and  those  who  defend  their  homes  and  their  land  against 
invasion,  between  democratically  elected  governments  and  those  who 
seek  to  repeal  the  decisions  of  the  people's  vote  by  insurrection  .  .  . 
While  we  rigorously  isolate  the  war-makers,  we  must  use  every  means 
of  extending  aid  to  those  who  suffer  from  their  murderous  adventures. 
Our  amendments  will  specifically  provide  for  the  immediate  lifting  of 
the  arms  embargo  against  Loyalist  Spain.  This  stain  on  America's 
honor  must  be  expunged.  Republican  Spain  and  China  must  have  the 
legal  right  to  buy  from  the  United  States  all  that  they  need  for  their 
heroic  defense  .  .  . 
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"We  in  Congress,  I  can  faithfully  promise  you,  will  do  our  part 
by  preparing  and  introducing  the  necessary  amendments.  We  will  fight 
for  those  amendments  with  everything  we've  got.  But  only  the  broad- 
est support  of  the  people  will  get  them  passed.  I  urge  you  to  go  back 
to  your  home  communities  prepared  to  organize  that  support.  Make 
every  Congressman  and  Senator  understand  that  your  town,  your 
union,  your  club,  your  men,  your  women  and  your  young  people 
actively  engage  in  the  search  for  peace.  Support  the  President's  Chicago 
speech.  Support  the  amendment  of  the  Neutrality  Act." 

Address  by  James  Waterman  Wise: 

"Fascism  in  Brazil  is  a  fact  which  no  camouflage  designed  by  its 
dictator  can  conceal.  It  is  a  fact  not  because  of  Fascist  labels  or  slogans 
but  because  of  its  Fascist  program  and  methods.  Civil  liberties  are  dead 
in  Brazil — murdered  by  Vargas.  The  trade  union  movement  in  Brazil 
has  ceased  to  exist — smashed  by  Vargas.  Political  and  economic  alli- 
ances bind  Brazil  to  the  Fascist  countries  of  Europe — alliances  forged 
by  Vargas. 

"This  first  Fascist  invasion  into  the  Western  hemisphere  pro- 
foundly menaces  the  American  People;  first,  because  a  victory  for 
Fascism  anywhere  is  a  defeat  for  Democracy  everywhere.  Second, 
because  Brazil  will  now  be  used  as  a  base  for  further  Fascist  ad- 
vances and  assaults  against  democratic  nations  of  North  and  South 
America  .  .  .  To  meet  the  menace  of  Brazilian  Fascism,  the  American 
people  must  demand  ceaseless  vigilance  by  our  government  against 
any  violation  of  the  Monroe  Doctrine  by  European  Fascist  countries. 
Their  military  preparations  and  declared  hostility  to  democratic  na- 
tions may  at  any  moment  constitute  such  a  violation  .  .  . 

"Finally,  let  it  be  clear  that  while  the  people  of  Brazil  are  today 
enslaved  by  the  Vargas  dictatorship,  they  will  not  forever  remain  so. 
The  hour  will  strike  when  they  will  rise  in  revolt  and  struggle  to 
regain  their  freedom.  In  that  hour,  the  people  of  Brazil  must  know 
that  the  American  people  are  ready  to  stand  and  struggle  in  a  united 
democratic  front  for  the  preservation  of  those  liberties  which  are  the 
common  heritage  and  hope  of  both  the  countries." 

Address  by  Joseph  P.  Lash,  National  Secretary  of  the  American 
Student  Union: 

"Something  deserves  to  be  said  at  this  session  of  the  wTork  of  youth 
in  making  America  a  force  for  peace  and  arousing  young  people  to 
their  responsibility  in  the  fight  against  war  .  .  .  We  point  with  particu- 
lar pride  to  our  annual  student  strike  in  which  up  to  a  million  students 
have  participated.  We  would  like  to  suggest  closer  cooperation  be- 
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tween  the  trade  union  movement  and  the  student  strike  this  coming 
spring.  Obviously,  the  student  movement  by  itself  cannot  be  effective 
in  the  struggle  for  peace.  If  this  Congress  could  be  the  medium  for 
bringing  in  civic  and  trade  union  support  for  the  strike  against  war 
it  will,  in  our  eyes,  have  performed  a  great  service.  The  most  desirable 
cooperation,  however,  would  be  a  two-minute  stoppage  sponsored  by 
the  trade  unions  .  .  . 

"Youth  feels  that  it  has  no  interests  apart  from  those  of  peace. 
It,  therefore,  actively  engages  in  the  search  for  peace." 

INTERNATIONAL  SESSION 

(Saturday  Evening) 

Speakers  representing  twelve  national  groups  and  almost  as  many 
countries  addressed  the  five  thousand  people  assembled  in  Motor 
Square  Garden  for  this  session.  Their  speeches  emphasizing  the  need 
for  international  solidarity  in  the  fight  to  stop  war  and  halt  the  rise 
of  Fascism,  drew  frequent  cheers  from  the  audience.  The  session  was 
opened  at  8  :00  P.M.  by  Dr.  Ward. 

Address  by  Hazen  Sise,  Canadian  Fraternal  Delegate: 
"I  bring  you  greetings  from  the  Canadian  League  for  Peace  and 
Democracy — which  is  your  equivalent  organization  across  the  border 
...  I  am  here  to  tell  you  that  the  situation  now  confronting  the 
American  people  is  almost  exactly  paralleled  in  Canada.  This  was 
demonstrated  very  clearly  at  the  Congress  of  the  Canadian  League 
which  was  held  at  Toronto  last  week-end  .  .  .  The  organizational  and 
programmatical  recommendations  of  the  Canadian  Congress  followed 
much  the  same  lines  as  are  being  pursued  here.  We  are  up  against 
much  the  same  problems  and  it  seems  we  are  solving  them  in  much 
the  same  way  .  .  . 

"Some  of  you  may  have  heard  vaguely  of  the  so-called  Quebec 
'Padlock'  law.  When  it  was  passed  last  year  there  arose  somewhat 
muted  cries  of  indignation  from  all  classes  of  society.  But  the  good 
Burghers  were  comforted  by  being  assured  that  the  law  would  'only 
be  used  against  Communists'.  Since  then  the  law  has  been  invoked 
against  a  left-wing  French  labor  newspaper,  CLARTE;  the  entire 
stock  of  a  labor  bookshop  has  been  seized  and  the  office  of  the  Friends 
of  the  Soviet  Union  has  been  padlocked.  Two  printing  companies  have 
suffered  the  same  fate.  This  law  makes  one  man  the  accuser,  the  judge 
and  the  executioner  all  in  one.  And  when  this  one  man  is  Maurice 
Duplessis,  the  situation  is  extremely  dangerous.  Maurice  Duplessis 
is  not  only  Attorney  General  but  Prime  Minister  of  Quebec  and  is 


strongly  suspected  to  be  on  the  executive  council  of  our  local  Fascist 
party  .  .  . 

"This  is  our  unhappy  situation.  We  have  a  fight  on  our  hands 
which  is  going  to  have  serious  implications  for  everyone  on  this  con- 
tinent. I  know  we  can  count  on  your  support  and  that  it  will  be  given 
in  the  most  effective  way  possible." 

Address  by  Juan  M arine  11  o,  Cuban  Delegate  (given  in  Spanish 
and  translated  by  Ludwig  Renn)  : 

"I  greet  your  Congress  in  the  name  of  the  Cuban  organizations 
which  have  designated  me  as  their  representative:  the  Revolutionary 
Union,  a  national  party  fighting  with  exemplary  tenacity  for  the  free- 
dom of  Cuba;  the  Brotherhood  of  Young  Cubans,  the  strongest  youth 
organization  in  my  country;  and  the  periodical  MEDIODIA,  the 
most  popular  weekly  in  the  Island  .  .  .  Preservation  of  democracy  ac- 
quires extreme  seriousness  and  urgency  in  countries  like  Cuba,  pre- 
vented from  expression  of  its  collective  desire  by  the  aggression  of 
imperialist  capitalism  .  .  .  All  the  cases  of  attacks  on  democratic 
immunity  wThich  have  been  pointed  out  and  condemned  here  occur 
in  Cuba  with  a  gravity  and  frequency  inconceivable  to  you  .  .  .  The 
century-old  oppression  in  Cuba  has  at  last  ripened  the  political  judg- 
ment of  its  masses.  Today  the  gravity  of  our  situation  is  understood 
by  the  Cuban  people  and  all  their  thoughts  and  all  their  efforts  are 
turned  toward  solving  it  .  .  .  Every  battle  waged  and  won  for  democ- 
racy in  the  United  States  is  a  victory  for  the  Cuban  people  .  .  . 
Peace,  ycrur  President  said,  is  indivisible.  Justice  is  likewise.  The 
people  of  North  America  must  realize  that  in  defending  the  liberty 
of  Cuba  they  defend  their  own  liberty." 

Address  by  Miss  Marina  Lopes,  Brazilian  Refugee'. 

"The  Fascist  coup  in  Brazil  has  been  organized  with  the  political 
and  economic  aid  of  Hitler  and  Mussolini  against  the  will  of  the 
majority  of  the  Brazilian  people.  It  is  an  integral  part  of  the  Fascist 
offensive  throughout  the  world  .  .  .  The  Brazilian  people  are  deter- 
mined to  struggle  by  all  means  to  prevent  the  consolidation  of  Fascism 
in  our  country.  We  are  determined  to  defend  democracy  and  the 
national  sovereignty  and  integrity  of  our  fatherland  ...  In  this  bitter 
fight  we  need  the  support  of  the  American  people.  Above  all  the  Amer- 
ican League  can  help  us  by  rallying  the  forces  of  progress  in  America 
to  the  aid  of  the  Brazilian  people  in  their  heroic  struggle  for  our 
common  ideals  of  peace  and  democracy." 

Address  by  Dr.  Max  Yergan,  Acting  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
National  Negro  Congress: 


"The  Negro  has  discovered  that  the  issue  he  faces  is  not  just  a 
racial  issue.  He  realizes  that  the  cause  of  democracy  is  the  cause  of 
the  Negro,  that  the  fight  which  the  Chinese  and  Spanish  people  are 
making  for  democracy  is  a  fight  for  him.  The  Negro  recognizes  that 
democracy  must  be  achieved.  It  cannot  be  hoped  for — it  must  be 
fought  for!  The  technique  for  securing  and  preserving  democracy  is 
a  technique  of  struggle — struggle  in  a  special  sense  for  the  Negro — 
a  struggle  in  unity  with  all  the  liberal,  progressive  forces  that  are 
working  for  democracy." 

At  this  point  in  the  program,  Richard  W.  Moore  of  the  Scotts- 
boro  Defense  Committee,  introduced  Olin  Montgomery  and  Roy 
Wright,  two  of  the  Scottsboro  boys  released  from  prison.  He  appealed 
to  the  delegates  to  support  his  committee  in  its  effort  to  gain  freedom 
for  the  other  five  Scottsboro  boys  still  in  jail. 

Address  by  Ludwig  Renn,  Renoivned  German  Writer  and  Com- 
mander of  the  International  Brigade  of  the  Loyalist  Army  in  Spain : 

"I  am  very  glad  to  bring  you  the  greetings  of  the  fighting  Spanish 
army.  When  I  left  Spain  two  months  ago  our  soldiers  told  me,  'Tell  all 
Americans  that  our  army  is  strong  and  that  we  are  convinced  of  our 
victory'.  I  stand  here  not  only  as  a  German  who  was  expatriated  be- 
cause of  his  fight  against  Fascism  but  also  as  a  representative  of  the 
International  Volunteers  in  Spain  and  can  tell  you  that  these  volun- 
teers are  the  best  troops  the  world  has  ever  seen  fighting  .  .  .  Only 
because  of  their  high  moral  qualities  were  they  successful  in  accom- 
plishing deeds  that  shook  the  whole  world. 

"Among  these  excellent  troops,  the  greatest  number  now  are  the 
Americans.  They  spill  their  blood  in  Spain  not  only  for  the  Loyalist 
cause  but  also  for  American  democracy.  Many  have  been  wounded 
such  as  Robert  Raven  of  your  own  city  of  Pittsburgh.  All  have  had 
their  health  shaken  by  bombing  and  gun  fire.  Most  of  them  will  need 
help  in  getting  jobs.  The  Friends  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Brigade 
has  undertaken  the  noble  task  of  rehabilitating  them.  It  is  fitting  that 
I,  as  a  German  who  fought  with  these  Americans  in  Spain,  should 
call  this  work  of  the  Friends  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Brigade  to 
your  attention  .  .  . 

"Our  volunteers  fought  for  democracy.  They  fought  not  only  for 
Spain;  they  fought  also  for  race  liberation.  They  fought  for  my  poor 
oppressed  Germany  that  the  day  may  come  when  her  power  shall  no 
more  be  misused  to  threaten  and  oppress  peoples  and  racial  minorities. 
They  fought  that  the  word  of  one  of  the  greatest  of  German  poets,  of 
Frederich  Schiller,  shall  come  true:  'You  millions  be  embraced,  this 
kiss  to  the  whole  world'." 


Address  by  Y.  T.  Young  of  the  Chinese  Cultural  Clubs: 
"In  the  name  of  the  Chinese  People,  I  extend  hearty  greetings 
through  this  Congress,  to  the  American  People,  a  people  who  have 
won  freedom  through  a  long  war  of  independence  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  ago.  We  Chinese  people  are  fighting  for  the  same  freedom 
which  is  so  dear  to  the  American  tradition  .  .  .  We  have  perfect  con- 
fidence in  our  victory  against  the  Japanese  invasion  but  I  wish  to 
stress  that  unless  we  receive  greater  support  from  the  outside  world, 
our  fight  will  prove  most  difficult.  The  situation  is  urgent  ...  In  the 
name  of  the  Chinese  People,  I  want  to  appeal  to  you  for  immediate 
action,  particularly  to  spread  the  boycott  movement  .  .  .  Our  victory 
is  your  victory,  long  live  world  peace." 

Address  by  Mikio  Kubota,  Secretary  of  the  Japanese  Peace  Asso- 
ciation : 

"Tonight  thousands  of  peace-loving  Japanese  people  in  America 
send  you  warm  greetings.  Tonight  eighty  million  people  in  Japan, 
robbed  of  their  human  rights,  send  a  silent  greeting.  They  send  a 
message  of  support  to  the  ideals  of  this  Congress.  These  ideals — peace 
and  democracy — are  dearest  to  their  happiness  too.  The  present  war 
in  China  is  being  waged  without  the  consent  of  the  Japanese  people. 
It  is  being  waged  by  a  minority  of  Fascist-militarists  and  finance  cap- 
italists who  are  intent  upon  territorial  expansion  and  ruthless  exploita- 
tion of  China  .  .  .  The  Chinese  people,  fighting  in  defense  of  their 
fatherland,  have  revealed  a  remarkable  heroic  spirit.  They  stand  today 
as  a  bulwark,  defending  the  integrity  of  world  democracy  .  .  . 

"At  the  same  time  the  Japanese  people  are  fighting  bitterly.  They 
too  are  struggling  under  the  most  difficult  conditions  to  preserve  the 
few  remaining  fragments  of  democracy.  We  have  just  received  infor- 
mation that  since  the  invasion  of  China  was  started,  thousands  of 
Japanese  people  from  all  walks  of  life  have  been  thrown  into  jails, 
beaten,  starved  and  tortured  for  daring  to  support  a  people's  front 
policy— a  policy  against  war.  The  voices  of  progress  in  Japan  cannot 
be  stymied.  Our  reports  show  that  mass  sentiment  among  the  people 
is  undeniably  for  peace  and  democracy  and  against  war  and  Fascism 
.  .  .  Many  American  friends  realizing  that  world  peace  depends  upon 
the  defeat  of  the  militarist  government  in  Japan  are  asking  what  they 
can  do  to  aid.  We  urge  a  boycott  of  Japanese  goods.  We  also  ask  you 
to  exert  mass  pressure  to  stop  the  shipment  of  munitions  and  scrap 
iron  to  Japan  and  actively  participate  in  putting  into  practice  the 
words  of  your  great  President — 'to  quarantine  the  aggressors'." 
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Address  by  Bernard  Floud,  President  of  the  British  Universities' 
League  of  Nations  Societies: 

"The  British  government  has  pursued  a  policy  which  in  the  past 
3~ars  has  resulted  in  the  strengthening  of  the  Fascist  powers  .  .  .  Do 
we  the  people  of  the  British  Government  support  this  policy?  I  swear 
to  you,  we  do  not.  The  vast  majority  of  the  British  students,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  youth  and  a  large  section  of  the  people  as  a  whole  partic- 
ularly desire  to  see  the  victory  of  the  people  in  Spain  and  in  China 
and  a  collective  system  of  security  throughout  the  world  based  on  the 
principles  of  the  Briand-Kellogg  pact.  This  has  been  shown  by  the 
very  large  number  of  meetings  throughout  the  country  on  the  question 
of  Spain  and  China  and  a  vast  amount  of  money  raised — more  than 
3(J,000  dollars — from  60,000  students,  and  by  the  equipment  which 
we  have  sent  to  Spain,  by  the  food  which  the  youth  sent  and  by  the 
lives  between  500  and  600  which  have  been  sacrificed  in  Spain  .  .  . 

"The  British  people  believe  in  peace  and  democracy  whole-heart- 
edly. Why  is  it  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  bring  about  the  down- 
fall of  this  government?  First,  because  there  is  a  lack  of  unity  among 
opposition  forces  in  Great  Britain.  Second,  for  years  Great  Britain 
has  been  the  key  to  the  policy  pursued  in  Europe.  For  various  reasons 
no  country  in  Europe  has  been  able  to  take  an  effective  lead  to  rally 
democratic  countries  in  Europe.  Great  Britain  has  not  taken  the  lead 
or  played  the  part  she  should  have  played.  There  is  only  one  country 
great  enough  and  strong  enough  to  take  the  lead  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  British  Government  and  take  the  initiative  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Fascists  and  set  the  world  back  on  the  road  to  Democracy  and 
Peace  and  I  believe  that  that  country  is  the  United  States  .  .  . 

"I  appeal  to  you  to  differentiate  between  the  British  Government 
and  the  British  people.  I  swear  to  you  on  behalf  of  the  students  and 
the  youth  of  Great  Britain  that  anything  you  may  do  in  the  cause 
of  peace  and  democracy  will  receive  the  wholehearted  support  of  the 
mass  of  the  British  people.  I  believe  that  if  the  British  and  the  Ameri- 
can people  play  their  part  in  national  and  international  affairs  we  will 
be  able  to  remove  the  fear  of  war  and  establish  the  foundations  of 
an  international  system  based  on  two  principles: — Peace  and  De- 
mocracy." 

Other  speakers  at  the  International  Session  included  Gustav  Pikal 
of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Czecho-Slovak  Organizations ;  Peter  Hyun, 
Korean  delegate  and  Oksen  Sarian  of  the  American  Committee  to 
Aid  Armenia.  Paul  M.  Reid  read  a  cable  from  Madame  Chiang  Kai- 
shek  acknowledging  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  a  thousand  dollars 
collected  for  the  Chinese  people  at  the  Madison  Square  Garden  meet- 


ing  on  October  1st,  sponsored  jointly  by  the  American  League  and 
the  Friends  of  the  Chinese  People. 

SUB-SESSIONS 

(Sunday  Morning) 

The  delegates  to  the  Congress  met  in  sub-sessions — labor,  farm, 
religious,  women,  youth,  national  and  racial,  educational  and  cultural 
— to  map  a  program  for  popularizing  and  extending  the  American 
League  in  these  fields. 

I 
Labor  Sub-Session 

The  delegates  were  called  to  order  at  10:45  A.M.  by  Albert  E. 
Edwards,  trade  union  organizer  of  the  American  League.  In  his 
introductory  remarks  he  outlined  recommendations  on  procedure  and 
asked  for  the  election  of  a  chairman.  Miss  Laura  Liebman  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Teachers,  Local  453,  New  York  City,  was 
unanimously  elected  to  this  office.  It  was  decided  to  have  two  vice- 
chairmen  and  two  secretaries,  to  provide  for  equal  representation  of 
the  C.  I.  O.  and  the  A.  F.  of  L.  Those  elected  were  (vice-chairmen) 
Sten  Berquist  (A.  F.  of  L.),  Central  Trades  Council  of  Jeanette,  Pa. 
and  Russell  Butler  (C.  I.  O. ),  Amalgamated  Clothing  Workers  Union, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.;  (secretaries)  Victor  Poverk  (C.  I.  O.),  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America,  Local  2353  and  Albert  Cohn  (A.  F.  of 
L.),  Carpenters  and  Joiners  Union,  Local  1073,  Philadelphia. 

The  chairman  then  introduced  Dr.  Harry  F.  Ward,  who  on 
behalf  of  the  National  Executive  Committee,  presented  the  following 
problems  for  consideration  at  this  sub-session: 

1.  Importance  of  securing  affiliation  of  local  and  international 
trade  unions  to  the  American  League.  Where  immediate  affiliation 
is  not  possible  at  present  time,  Dr.  Ward  urged  that  efforts  be  made 
to  obtain  from  labor  bodies  (a)  statements  of  endorsement  of  the 
American  League  or  (b)  an  agreement  that  the  American  League 
will  not  be  restrained  in  soliciting  the  participation  of  the  member- 
ship in  the  campaigns  of  the  League. 

2.  Drive  in  trade  unions  for  individual  membership.  In  this 
connection,  Dr.  Ward  suggested  the  creation  of  special  committees 
within  local  labor  organizations  to  cooperate  with  the  American 
League  in  promoting  the  membership  drive. 

3.  Recommendation  that  the  Labor  Sub-Session  discuss  ways  and 
means  for  increasing  the  circulation  of  The  Fight  by  15,000. 


4.  Dr.  Ward  further  proposed  that  the  Labor  Sub-Session  elect 
a  National  Trade  Union  Committee  which  would  be  empowered  to 
appoint  a  national  trade  union  organizer  for  the  American  League. 

William  Goddard  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America, 
Local  4426,  opened  discussion  with  a  brief  report  in  which  he  pointed 
out  that  the  American  League  was  the  only  organization  which  of- 
fered a  possibility  for  the  trade  unions  to  cooperate  with  other  pro- 
gressive groups  in  defense  of  peace  and  democracy.  This  view  was 
supported  by  Jacob  Mirsky,  vice-president  of  the  Bricklayers'  and 
Plasterers'  Council  of  New  York. 

Subsequent  speakers  recounted  their  experiences  in  the  struggle 
for  labor's  rights  and  stressed  the  invaluable  support  given  them  by 
the  American  League.  They  pledged  to  carry  out  in  their  respective 
unions  the  objectives  outlined  by  Dr.  Ward. 

Delegate  after  delegate — both  from  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  the 
C.  I.  O. — emphasized  the  urgent  need  for  unity  in  the  trade  union 
movement  to  strengthen  the  fight  against  vigilantism  and  reaction. 

Representative  John  T.  Bernard  of  Minnesota  briefly  addressed 
the  labor  panel  "in  my  capacity  as  a  trade  union  organizer."  "War  and 
Fascism,"  he  asserted,  "are  the  two  bitterest  foes  of  labor.  We,  as 
sincere  trade  unionists,  must  destroy  our  enemy  before  he  gets  too 
strong."  He  pointed  out  that  it  is  the  solemn  obligation  of  every  labor 
organization  to  affiliate  with  the  American  League. 

Audley  Moore  of  the  Women's  Auxiliary  of  the  Dining  Car 
Employees  called  for  concerted  effort  to  enlist  the  Negro  people  and 
notably,  the  women  in  the  campaigns  of  the  American  League. 

Arnold  Johnson  of  the  Workers'  Alliance  of  America  declared 
that  its  national  executive  committee  will  take  up  at  the  next  meeting 
the  question  of  affiliation  to  the  American  League. 

5.  Raskovitz,  Painter's  Local  No.  442,  New  York  City,  assured 
the  delegates  that  his  union  will  carry  out  all  the  decisions  of  the 
Congress. 

Charles  Larsen  of  the  New  York  Joint  Board  of  the  Bakery  and 
Confectionery  Workers  Union,  described  the  functions  of  an  edu- 
cational committee  on  peace  and  democracy  set  up  by  his  union.  As  a 
result  of  its  work,  he  predicted  the  early  affiliation  of  all  14  locals 
to  the  American  League. 

Albert  Cohn  of  the  Carpenters'  and  Joiners'  Union,  A.  F.  of  L., 
Philadelphia,  reported  on  the  work  of  his  local  which  is  affiliated 
with  the  American  League.  He  pointed  to  its  past  success  in  raising 
funds  for  Spain.  Despite  the  fact  that  Negroes  were  barred   from 
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membership  by  the  constitution  of  the  union  his  local  defied  the 
restriction  and  recruited  Negro  workers  into  its  ranks.  He  challenged 
other  trade  unions  to  equal  his  local  in  carrying  out  the  decisions  of  the 
Congress. 

Airs.  Victor  Berger  of  the  Wisconsin  Federation  of  Teachers  and 
member  of  Milwaukee  School  Board  called  upon  the  delegates  to 
fight  anti-labor  propaganda  in  the  schools. 

Wm.  H.  Hobbs  of  the  C.  I.  O.  Industrial  Council  of  Maryland 
and  District  of  Columbia,  urged  the  election  of  labor  representatives 
to  Federal  and  State  legislatures. 

Resolutions  were  introduced  to  support  the  national  student  strike 
next  April  and  to  explore  the  possibility  of  calling  a  nation-wide  two- 
minute  anti-war  stoppage  on  that  day;  also  to  proclaim  a  Japanese 
Boycott  week  from  December  17th  to  Christmas  Day  for  an  intensive 
campaign  against  the  purchase  of  Japanese  toys.  These  resolutions 
were  approved  and  referred  to  the  Resolutions  Committee. 

It  was  further  recommended  that  the  Executive  Committee  in 
arranging  future  Congresses  allot  a  full  day  to  the  Labor  Sub-Session. 

The  session  concluded  with  the  election  of  a  National  Trade 
Union  Committee. 

II 

Farm  Sub-Session 

The  sub-session  opened  at  10:30  A.M.  in  the  Radio  Lounge  of 
Hotel  Webster  Hall,  with  25  delegates  and  observers  present,  repre- 
senting 21  farm  organizations. 

Following  brief  reports  by  Ralph  Compere,  national  farm  or- 
ganizer of  the  American  League,  and  Mike  Kostenko  of  the  Farm 
Holiday  Association,  a  general  discussion  ensued  on  how  to  enlist 
the  support  of  farm  organizations  in  the  fight  to  preserve  peace  and 
halt  Fascism. 

Most  of  the  delegates  took  the  floor  to  tell  of  their  experiences 
in  winning  the  farmers  to  our  movement  and  to  suggest  methods  of 
work  in  farm  organizations.  The  dominant  note  in  all  speeches  was 
the  call  for  independent  political  action  as  a  means  of  solving  the 
economic  plight  of  the  farm  population. 

The  leading  national  farm  organizations  were  discussed  and  an 
analysis  made  of  their  scope  of  influence  and  the  possibility  of  drawing 
them  closer  to  the  program  of  the  American  League.  The  eight 
leading  organizations  of  farmers  in  this  country  are:  the  Farm  Bureau 
with  a  total  membership  of   180,000;  the  Farmers  Cooperative  and 

41 


Educational  Union  of  America,  composed  of  108,000  dues  paying 
members  and  representing  a  total  inclusive  membership  of  250,000 
(this  organization  operates  largely  in  the  drought  stricken  areas)  ; 
the  Farm  Holiday  Association,  an  organization  of  about  20,000  mem- 
bers which  has  already  affiliated  nationally  to  the  American  League ; 
the  Grange,  with  a  membership  of  125,000;  the  United  Cannery, 
Agricultural,  Packing  and  Allied  Workers  of  America,  an  affiliate  of 
the  C.  I.  O.  which  has  a  national  membership  of  150,000  (the 
Southern  Tenant  Farmers  Union  recently  joined  this  organization)  ; 
the  Cooperative  League  of  the  United  States  with  a  membership  of  a 
half  million;  the  Cooperative  Unity  Alliance,  a  national  organization 
of  cooperatives;  and  the  National  Credit  Union,  a  nation-wide  farm 
organization  of  some  two  million  members. 

It  was  brought  out  at  the  session  that  the  farm  population  must 
ally  itself  with  labor  in  an  united  effort  to  further  their  common 
welfare  and  strengthen  the  struggle  against  war  and  Fascism.  The 
National  Farm  Holiday  Association  and  the  Farmers'  Cooperative 
and  Educational  Union  of  America  have  already  gone  on  record  in 
support  of  such  action. 

Several  resolutions  were  passed  at  the  sub-session  which  were 
ultimately  included  in  the  report  of  the  Resolutions  Committee. 

Ill 

Religious  Sub-Session 
Chairman,  Rev.  Dr.  Herman  F.  Reissig. 

Forty-five  ministers,  rabbis,  representatives  of  Y's  and  social  action 
committees  of  various  church  bodies  attended  the  religious  sub-session 
held  Sunday  morning  at  the  University  Room  of  Hotel  Webster  Hall. 

The  sub-commission  opened  at  10:30  A.M.  with  a  brief  statement 
of  the  purpose  and  work  of  the  group  from  the  Chairman. 

Dr.  Reissig  particularly  emphasized  the  importance  of  reaching 
the  laymen  in  the  churches.  The  delegates  expressed  the  opinion  that 
this  could  be  done  only  if  adequate  educational  material  were  pro- 
vided by  the  League  and  if  systematic  work  were  done  with  the 
various  clubs  and  groups  within  the  churches. 

Discussion  centered  on  two  problems.  Will  religious  leaders  who 
devote  themselves  to  this  task  be  able  to  work  with  greater  success  if 
they  establish  autonomous  Councils  for  Peace  affiliated  to  the  League? 
Should  laymen  under  the  influence  of  these  clergymen  join  the  League 
itself  and  function  within  League  branches?  The  opinion  prevailed 
that  both  courses  of  action  could  be  used  depending  on  local  situations 


but  that  in  either  event  the  work  should  be  directed  by  a  National 
Religious  Committee  of  the  League. 

Dr.  Reissig  also  brought  out  the  unique  role  of  the  League  in 
uniting  labor,  professionals,  womens'  groups,  etc.,  on  a  minimum 
program  and  pointed  out  that  in  this  respect  the  League  differed  from 
all  other  organizations. 

Rabbi  Ben  Zion  Bokser,  an  observer  for  the  Rabbinical  Assembly 
of  America  and  the  Council  of  Synagogues  of  America,  stressed  the 
fact  that  the  success  of  the  religious  work  of  the  American  League 
depended  on  the  influence  it  could  exert  on  congregations  rather  than 
on  individuals. 

The  question  was  posed  whether  or  not  members  of  congregations 
would  feel  "at  home"  in  local  League  groups  or  if  the  social  barriers 
were  so  great  that  religious  groups  working  with  the  League  should 
be  autonomous.  The  general  feeling  was  that  these  barriers  should  be 
broken  down.  Dr.  Reissig  said  that  a  special  approach  was  needed  for 
Church  people,  since  these  people  are  not  yet  ready  to  identify  them- 
selves with  other  groups  to  the  extent  of  going  on  picket  lines.  Miss 
Helen  Grace  Murray  of  the  Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Service 
deplored  the  idea  of  setting  up  a  separate  apparatus  for  church  groups 
because  she  felt  that  if  this  were  done  the  barrier  between  them  and 
other  groups  working  toward  the  same  ends  would  be  emphasized.  On 
the  whole,  however,  those  present  felt  that  since  the  barriers  did  exist 
the  best  course  was  to  recognize  them  and  break  them  down  gradually 
by  having  people  from  the  churches  participate  with  other  groups  in 
the  League  in  certain  specific  actions  and  campaigns. 

The  question  of  the  Japanese  boycott  was  discussed  at  some  length 
as  an  alternative  to  the  policy  of  doing  nothing.  The  opinion  was 
expressed  that  a  "do  nothing"  policy  was  shortsighted  inasmuch  as  it 
ultimately  would  lead  toward  war  itself.  The  motion  of  the  Reverend 
Mills  to  endorse  the  boycott  was  unanimously  accepted.  The  sub- 
session  passed  a  resolution  of  heartfelt  sympathy  for  the  Japanese 
people,  expressing  the  opinion  that  an  economic  boycott  would  help 
to  liberate  the  Japanese  people  from  the  oppression  of  their  militaristic 
government.  Another  resolution  passed  by  the  sub-session  supported 
Loyalist  Spain,  reaffirming  the  conviction  that  the  struggle  in  Spain 
is  not  one  between  religion  and  anti-religion  but  rather  between  re- 
action and  social  progress. 

The  sub-session  further  called  upon  the  ministers  and  religious 
leaders  throughout  the  country  to  rally  to  the  defense  of  civil  liberties 
and  the  right  of  workers  to  organize  and  condemned  as  a  betrayal  of 
true  religion  the  tendency  of  certain  ministers  and  religious  leaders 
to  join  with  vigilante  groups. 
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Stress  was  laid  on  the  need  for  leaflets  and  pamphlets  to  be  sent  to 
church  groups  to  help  these  groups  in  their  discussion  programs  and 
provide  them  with  material  for  this  purpose.  It  was  suggested  that  the 
League  could  act  as  a  clearing  house  for  the  distribution  of  material 
published  by  other  groups  and  could  reprint  speeches  and  essays  that 
would  be  of  value  in  this  type  of  work.  The  sub-session  felt  that  a 
department  in  The  Fight  should  be  devoted  to  questions  of  the 
correlation  and  coordination  of  church  activities  with  those  of  the 
League. 

The  drive  for  affiliations  and  for  mass  membership  was  discussed 
and  the  people  present  agreed  to  exert  pressure  for  the  successful 
conduct  of  both  campaigns.  The  members  of  the  religious  sub-session 
agreed  to  constitute  themselves  a  nucleus  for  a  national  religious  com- 
mittee of  the  League  that  would  have  the  power  to  enlarge  itself. 
Those  living  in  and  around  New  York  were  urged  to  form  a  steering 
committee  to  help  the  National  Office  in  its  efforts  to  reach  religious 
groups.  The  need  for  a  part-time  person  in  the  National  Office  to 
carry  on  this  work  was  emphasized  repeatedly. 

The  sub-session  nominated  the  following  people  for  the  National 
Committee  of  the  League:  Rev.  William  Lloyd  Imes,  St.  James 
Presbyterian  Church,  New  York;  Rev.  Francis  C.  Schlater,  United 
Ministers'  Council;  Willard  Uphaus,  Secretary  of  the  National 
Religious  and  Labor  Foundation;  Rabbi  Elias  Margolies,  President, 
Synagogue  Council  of  America;  Dr.  William  B.  Spofford,  Church 
League  for  Industrial  Democracy;  Miss  Helen  Grace  Murray, 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Service;  Rabbi  Edward  Israel,  Cen- 
tral Conference  of  American  Rabbis  and  Miss  Katherine  Terrill, 
Council  for  Social  Action. 

In  addition,  the  following  people  were  elected  to  cooperate  with 
the  National  Office  in  New  York:  the  Rev.  H.  F.  Reissig,  executive 
secretary  of  the  North  American  Committee  to  Aid  Spanish  De- 
mocracy; the  Rev.  George  Mills;  Dr.  E.  Margolies;  Aaron  McGill, 
Field  Secretary  of  the  Y.M.C.A. ;  Katherine  Terrill,  Council  for 
Social  Action;  William  B.  Spofford,  Church  League  for  Industrial 
Democracy;  John  Gill,  Union  Theological  Seminary;  the  Rev.  Amos 
Horlacher;  the  Rev.  Frederick  Reustle  and  the  Rev.  William  Lloyd 
Imes. 

At  a  preliminary  meeting  held  on  Saturday  evening  a  number  of 
ministers  who  could  not  attend  the  Sunday  morning  sub-session  went 
on  record  favoring  the  establishment  of  a  National  Religious  Com- 
mittee of  the  American  League  that  would  help  to  coordinate  the 
activity  of  existing  church  social  action  groups  and  establish  religious 


councils  of  the  League  in  cities  where  such  social  action  groups  did 
not  exist. 

IV 

Women  s  Sub-Session 

Chairman,  Margaret  Forsyth,  Teachers  College,  Columbia  University. 

The  session  opened  with  a  report  by  the  Chairman,  reviewing  the 
past  year's  activities  of  the  Women's  Committee  and  outlining  the 
objectives  for  future  work. 

In  the  discussion  that  followed  special  emphasis  was  placed  on  the 
basic  issues  of  the  American  League  program  which  particularly  affect 
women.  It  was  suggested  that  members  of  the  League  support  other 
women's  organizations  whose  programs  are  similar  to  ours,  such  as 
the  Progressive  Educational  Association,  the  Committee  on  Cause 
and  Cure  of  War,  the  League  of  Women  Voters,  Y.  W.  C.  A.  and 
the  American  Student  Council.  In  this  connection  the  Y.  W.  C.  A. 
was  highly  commended  for  its  recently  proposed  policy  on  international 
affairs. 

The  sub-session  voted  for  continued  cooperation  with  the  Govern- 
ment Workers'  Council  in  the  fight  for  the  reinstatement  of  married 
women  who  had  been  dropped  from  employment  at  the  time  of  the 
enactment  of  Clause  213A  of  the  Federal  Economy  Act.  This  clause 
deprived  married  women  of  employment  in  Civil  Service  if  their 
husbands  were  also  on  the  payroll  of  the  Service.  Though  the  clause 
has  since  been  rescinded,  these  women  have  not  been  re-employed. 

The  major  part  of  the  discussion  dealt  with  the  methods  of  work 
among  women  and  with  prospects  of  extending  the  influence  of  the 
American  League  in  women's  organizations.  Delegates  from  the  Far 
West,  the  Middle  West  and  the  Eastern  Seaboard  took  the  floor  to 
recount  the  activities  in  their  respective  communities.  The  reports 
indicated  a  variety  of  approach.  It  was  stressed  that  no  one  pattern 
of  work  is  applicable  in  different  sections  of  the  country. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fry  of  the  Cleveland  Women's  International 
League  for  Peace  and  Freedom  spoke  on  the  Mother's  Day  Peace 
Parade  in  Cleveland  and  described  the  organizational  work  which 
assured  its  success.  How  the  Chinese  women  are  meeting  the  present 
crisis  in  their  country  was  told  by  Miss  Chen  who  recently  returned 
from  the  war  zone.  The  plight  of  the  Japanese  women  was  described 
by  Miss  Haru  Matsui.  Other  reports  were  made  by  Miss  Miriam 
Arstin  of  the  Philadelphia  Y.  W.  C.  A.;  Lini  Fuhr,  who  served  as 
a  nurse  in  Spain;  and   Miss  Dorothy  McConnell,   secretary  of  the 
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\\  omen  s  Committee,  who  spoke  on  organizational  problems. 

A  plea  was  received  from  the  Foreign  Missions  Council  for  sup- 
port of  its  drive  to  raise  funds  to  send  medical  supplies  to  China.  It 
was  accompanied  by  lists  for  contributions,  divided  into  ten,  twenty 
and  thirty  dollar  units.  The  delegates  unanimously  adopted  a  proposal 
to  circulate  these  lists  throughout  the  entire  League  membership. 

In  addition  to  organizational  matters,  the  sub-session  concerned 
itself  with  the  specific  issues  of  Spanish  relief,  Japanese  Boycott,  aid 
to  China,  work  with  Negro  women  and  the  National  Peace  Week 
to  be  observed  in  March.  It  was  decided  to  recommend  that  the  March 
issue  of  The  Fight  be  a  special  women's  number. 

The  keynote  of  the  sub-session  was — "stop  worrying  about  opposi- 
tion to  the  League  and  get  together  with  other  women's  organizations 
on  work." 

V 

Youth  Sub-Session* 

Chairman,  Joseph  Lash,  Xational  Executive  Secretary  of  the  American 
Student  Union. 

Over  200  delegates  met  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Irene  Kaufmann 
Settlement  House  to  attend  the  Youth  sub-session  of  the  People's 
Congress. 

A  preliminary  report  on  the  past  work  of  the  Youth  Section  was 
given  by  James  Lerner,  youth  secretary  of  the  American  League.  He 
called  attention  to  the  next  World  Youth  Congress  which  will  be  held 
in  August  at  Vassar  College,  Poughkeepsie,  New  York  and  urged  its 
support  by  the  delegates.  His  proposal  that  the  Youth  Section  con- 
centrate on  the  organization  of  branches  in  settlement  houses  and  Y's 
was  upheld  by  the  sub-session. 

Joseph  Cadden,  chairman  of  the  American  Division  of  the  World 
Youth  Congress,  pointed  to  the  crisis  facing  the  youth  of  America. 
"We  must  either  build  a  mass  democratic  movement,"  he  said,  "or 
submit  to  war  and  Fascism."  Special  measures  are  necessary  to  attract 
the  young  people,  particularly  the  unorganized  millions.  Youth  activi- 
ties, he  asserted,  should  be  emphasized  in  every  branch  as  w7ell  as  in  the 
national  office.  Among  the  activities,  he  outlined  for  the  coming  year 


*  Of  the  total  number  of  delegates  attending  the  People's  Congress,  301 
were  25  years  of  age  and  under,  representing  the  following  organizations: 
Trade  Unions — 68;  Religious — 24;  Settlement  Houses — 19;  Student — 33; 
Negro — 14;  Fraternal  and  Language — 34;  American  League — 57;  Miscel- 
laneous— 52. 
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was  the  pilgrimage  to  Washington  to  press  our  government  for  a  stand 
against  Fascist  aggression  and  the  anti-war  strike  in  all  colleges  and 
schools  to  be  called  next  April. 

Stressing  that  ''youth  is  a  primary  raw  material  for  both  war  and 
Fascism,"  the  discussion  centered  on  methods  for  attracting  unorgan- 
ized young  people  to  the  American  League.  It  was  recommended  that 
an  intensive  national  campaign  be  waged  to  recruit  young  people  and 
that  the  National  Youth  Committee  be  made  responsible  for  the 
formulation  of  a  special  program  for  this  purpose. 

In  building  the  League,  it  was  felt  necessary  to  continue  to  partici- 
pate in  such  movements  as  the  United  Student  Peace  Committee,  the 
American  Youth  Congress  and  the  World  Youth  Congress. 

Dwelling  upon  current  youth  issues,  the  delegates  urged  the 
passage  of  the  Bernard  Bill  to  take  the  CCC  camps  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  War  Department,  the  Nye-Kvale  Bill  to  make  ROTC  optional 
instead  of  compulsory,  the  American  Youth  Act  to  provide  jobs  and 
education.  It  was  pointed  out  that  these  measures  would  avert  the 
enlistment  of  youth  in  Fascist  organizations. 

The  following  delegates  participated  in  the  discussion,  speaking 
from  the  floor  on  the  various  problems  and  proposals:  Mr.  Galwitz 
from  New  York  University;  Mr.  Loucks  from  the  Western  Pennsjd- 
vania  Assembly  of  Youth;  Mr.  Stember  from  the  State  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Youth  Congress  of  New  Jersey;  Oscar  Icelander 
from  the  House  Council  of  the  92nd  Street  Y.  M.  H.  A.  of  New 
York  City;  Franklin  Harbach  from  the  Henry  Street  Settlement 
House  in  New  York  City  and  National  Boys'  Week,  director  of  the 
Federation  of  Settlements;  Herbert  Stern  from  the  American  Student 
Union  of  the  George  Washington  University  of  Washington,  D.  C. 
and  representatives  from  the  Hungarian  Culture  Council  of  Pitts- 
burgh, American  League  of  Philadelphia,  Central  Branch  of  the 
Y.  W.  C.  A.  of  New  York  City,  Jerome  Jewish  Center  of  New  York 
City,  Mothers  League  for  Youth  Welfare  of  New  York  City,  Central 
Council  of  Youth  Groups  of  Cleveland,  Youth  Council  of  the 
Abyssinian  Baptist  Church  of  New  York  City,  and  American  Student 
Union  of  Cincinnatti. 

Resolutions  were  passed  to  endorse  the  World  Youth  Congress, 
aid  Loyalist  Spain  and  China,  help  fight  against  social  diseases,  support 
Student  Peace  Campaign  Committee  and  American  Youth  Congress, 
oppose  militarization  of  youth  and  urge  passage  of  the  American 
Youth  Act. 


VI 

Sub-Session  on  Culture  and  Education 
Chairman,  Dr.  Robert  Morss  Lovett,  Professor  University  of  Chicago. 

The  sub-session  opened  at  10:45  A.M.  with  211  delegates  present. 

Dr.  LeRoy  E.  Bowman,  director  of  the  United  Parents'  Associa- 
tion, addressed  the  delegates  on  ''Education  and  War."  He  discussed 
the  lack  of  representation  of  workers  on  policy-making  bodies  in  edu- 
cation and  the  predominance  of  bankers  and  industrialists  on  these 
boards,  citing  that  six  of  the  nine  trustees  of  Yale  University  were 
connected  with  the  munitions  industry. 

Dr.  Bowman  asserted  that  it  is  the  task  of  the  educator  to  develop 
critical  attitudes  in  students  and  oppose  the  indoctrination  of  their 
minds.  He  proposed  that  an  attempt  be  made  to  get  more  action  by 
educators  themselves  through  democratic  proportional  representation 
of  lay  groups  controlling  policies  of  education  and  by  putting  sincere 
educators  in  charge  of  education. 

The  second  speaker,  Paul  Strand,  director  and  photographer  of 
the  moving  picture  "The  Waves,"  told  of  the  work  of  independent 
groups  in  producing  pictures  in  support  of  the  democratic  struggles  in 
Spain  and  in  the  Far  East.  Air.  Strand  described  how  the  American 
League  could  help  foster  and  develop  the  progressive  film  movement 
and  recommended  that  within  the  League  a  National  Film  Committee 
be  set  up  to  study  and  utilize  the  fullest  possibilities  in  this  field. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  Martin  North,  Hollywood 
scenarist,  who  proposed:  1.  Boycotts  of  anti-labor  films  such  as  "Black 
Fury,"  and  picketing  through  the  medium  of  the  Teachers  Union 
and  other  progressive  organizations.  2.  Organized  support  of  all  films 
with  any  note  of  progressiveness.  3.  The  sending  of  resolutions  passed 
at  this  session  to  producers  in  Hollywood  and  to  the  trade  press. 

Dr.  Lovett  was  excused  from  the  Chair  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the 
Program  Committee.  The  rest  of  the  session  was  presided  by  Dr. 
H.  W.  L.  Dana  and  Mr.  Joseph  Pass. 

A  resolutions  committee  was  elected  consisting  of  Mr.  Paul 
Rogers,  Chairman;  Airs.  Ethel  Saniel  Brook,  Dr.  Henry  W.  L.  Dana 
and  Miss  Hester  Sondergaard. 

How  art  can  be  employed  as  a  weapon  in  the  struggle  against  war 
and  Fascism  was  the  subject  of  an  address  by  Lincoln  Rothschild 
of  the  American  Artists  Congress.  He  proposed  that  a  National 
Cultural  Committee  of  the  League  be  set  up  to  stimulate  the  growth 
of  the  cultural  movement  for  Peace  and  Democracv. 


In  the  discussion  that  ensued  delegates  from  the  following  bodies 
pledged  to  get  their  organizations  to  affiliate  with  the  League  and  to 
cooperate  in  the  drive  for  membership:  Federal  Writers  Union; 
League  of  American  Writers ;  Book  Union ;  W.  P.  A.  Section,  Local 
400  A.  F.  of  Teachers,  Pittsburgh ;  Wadleigh  H.  S.  Parent  Teachers 
Association,  New  York.  The  Artists  Union  and  the  Theatre  Arts 
Committee  for  Democracy  and  Peace  are  already  affiliated  to  the 
American  League.  Their  representatives  agreed,  however,  to  cooperate 
in  the  drive  for  individual  membership. 

It  was  suggested  that  Peace  Committees  be  formed  within  these 
and  other  organizations  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  cultural 
and  educational  work  of  the  League. 

Other  delegates  emphasized  that  in  order  to  have  these  Peace 
Committees,  it  was  necessary  to  have  League  Branches  in  the  various 
cities.  The  educational  and  cultural  program  now  carried  on  partially 
through  The  Fight  should  be  extended  through  these  Peace 
Committees  using  forums,  symposiums  and  debates  to  facilitate  our 
educational  and  cultural  work.  It  was  pointed  out  that  in  various 
cities  of  the  United  States,  there  are  institutions  and  labor  schools 
that  conduct  definite  anti-Fascist  educational  work.  Such  institutions 
should  be  utilized  by  the  League  Branches  to  extend  the  influence  of 
our  movement.  A  proposal  was  made  for  the  establishment  of  a 
National  Committee  on  Education  and  Culture  with  sub-committees 
in  all  the  local  committees  of  the  League. 

Another  resolution  passed  called  for  a  more  intensive  campaign 
to  educate  the  League  membership  on  how  to  counteract  the  propa- 
ganda of  Fascist  organizations. 

A  delegate  from  the  Musicians'  Union  told  how  music  was  used 
during  the  World  War  to  inflame  people  into  a  martial  spirit  and 
suggested  that  the  same  means  be  used  by  anti-Fascist  and  anti-war 
groups  to  further  their  work  for  Democracy  and  Peace. 

Paul  Strand  discussed  the  possibility  of  making  a  film  for  the 
American  League  depicting  the  various  aspects  of  its  work. 

The  delegates  agreed  that  the  next  Congress  should  allot  at  least 
one  full  day  for  sub-sessions. 

Prior  to  adjournment,  the  sub-session  adopted  seven  resolutions 
which  were  referred  to  the  Resolutions  Committee  of  the  Congress. 
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VII 

Sub-Session  on  National  and  Racial  Minorities 

Chairman,  Roy  Wilkins,  Delegate  from  the  Book  and  Magazine 
Guild  and  Editor  of  The  Crisis: 

After  outlining  the  topics  for  consideration  at  this  sub-session,  the 
chairman  introduced  William  E.  Dodd,  Jr.  who  spoke  on  methods 
to  be  followed  in  the  drive  for  mass  membership. 

Mr.  Dodd  called  for  the  creation  of  Peace  Committees  in  organi- 
zations not  affiliated  to  the  League,  as  the  first  step  in  bringing  them 
closer  to  the  support  of  our  program.  He  also  urged  the  launching 
of  an  intensive  drive  to  recruit  individual  members  from  our  con- 
stituent bodies  as  well  as  from  organizations  which  have  not  as  yet 
endorsed  the  policies  of  the  American  League. 

William  Patterson  of  the  International  Labor  Defense  delivered 
a  brief  address  on  Negro  discrimination.  He  emphasized  the  necessity 
of  working  with  the  National  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Colored  People  and  the  National  Negro  Congress.  These  main  bodies, 
if  not  already  affiliated  with  the  League,  should  be  urged  to  do  so. 
By  broadening  the  program  of  these  Negro  organizations,  he  pointed 
out,  we  will  help  make  the  Negro  people  a  reserve  force  for  freedom 
and  democracy. 

He  was  followed  by  Mikio  Kubota  of  the  Japanese  Peace  Society 
who  deplored  the  exclusion  from  the  United  States  of  Japanese, 
Koreans,  Chinese  and  other  oriental  peoples.  "This  is  contrary  to  the 
democratic  traditions  of  your  country,"  he  asserted.  Mr.  Kubota 
cited  the  case  of  the  thirteen  Japanese  and  two  Chinese  artists  who 
were  dismissed  from  W.P.A.  because  of  the  citizenship  provision, 
despite  the  fact  that  they  could  not  possibly  become  naturalized. 

The  next  speaker,  Dr.  Kurt  Rosenfeld,  former  Minister  of 
Justice  of  Prussia,  described  the  plight  of  the  German  masses  under 
the  Nazi  regime.  He  denounced  the  activities  of  Hitler  agents  in 
America  and  urged  the  building  of  the  American  League  as  the  most 
effective  means  for  curbing  anti-semitic  and  Fascist  trends  in  this 
country. 

The  unification  of  all  progressive  forces  in  the  struggle  for  peace 
and  democracy,  was  stressed  by  Max  Bedacht,  general  secretary  of  the 
International  Workers'  Order.  He  defined  the  role  of  fraternal  or- 
ganizations in  the  fight  against  Fascism  and  described  the  campaigns 
waged  by  the  Order  in  support  of  Spain  and  China. 

A  report  on  local  activities  of  the  American  League  was  made  by 
Dr.  Raymond  Valinsky,  chairman  of  the  Pittsburgh  Branch. 


Several  resolutions  pertaining  to  national  and  racial  problems 
were  adopted  by  the  sub-session  after  prolonged  discussion  on  the 
floor. 

CLOSING  SESSION 

(Sunday  Afternoon) 

When  Dr.  Ward  called  the  Congress  to  order  at  2:00  P.M.,  all 
the  delegates  were  already  in  their  seats.  They  had  arrived  early  in 
realization  of  the  vital  decisions  to  be  made  at  this  final  and,  in  many 
respects,  most  important  session  of  the  People's  Congress. 

First  on  the  order  of  business  were  the  reports  on  the  sub-sessions 
held  earlier  in  the  day.  Mrs.  Ethel  Saniel  Brook  reported  on  Culture 
and  Education ;  Joseph  Cadden  on  Youth ;  Dr.  Herman  F.  Reissig  on 
Religious  Groups;  Mike  Kostenko  on  Farm;  William  Albertson  on 
Labor;  Roy  Wilkins  on  Racial  and  National  Minorities  and  Margaret 
Forsyth  on  "Women.   (See  minutes  of  sub-sessions.) 

J.  B.  Clark  of  the  International  Longshoremen  Union  of  San 
Francisco  delivered  a  brief  report  on  the  activities  of  the  recently 
organized  United  Committee  for  Boycott  of  Japanese  Goods  with 
which  the  American  League  is  cooperating.  This  body  represents 
125,000  trade  unionists  on  the  West  Coast  and  has  been  waging  a 
successful  campaign  against  the  purchase  and  sale  of  Japanese  com- 
modities. 

Report  of  the  Reorganization  Committee 

Dr.  LeRoy  E.  Bowman,  director  of  the  United  Parents'  Associa- 
tion and  Chairman  of  the  Reorganization  Committee,  presented  the 
draft  for  the  new  constitution  of  the  American  League  which  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

CONSTITUTION  OF  THE 

AMERICAN  LEAGUE  FOR  PEACE  AND  DEMOCRACY 

Article  I 

The  name  of  this  organization  shall  be  The  American  League  for 
Peace  and  Democracy. 

Article  II 

The  League  shall  be  composed  of  all  organizations,  interested  in 
thorough  going  measures  to  preserve  democracy  and  to  secure  peace; 
and  of  state  or  regional  divisions  made  up  of  individual  members 
interested  in  the  same  ends.  'Whenever  a  number  of  political  parties 
signify  willingness  to  affiliate,  they  shall  be  eligible. 


Article  III 
The  ultimate  authority  of  the  League  shall  reside  in  a  National 
Congress  to  be  held  at  least  every  two  years  or  at  the  call  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  National  Committee.  In  the  interim  between  Congresses 
the  authority  shall  rest  in  the  National  Committee.  At  the  Congress 
the  policies  of  the  League  shall  be  determined  and  modified.  They 
shall  be  expressed  in  as  few  points  as  feasible  and  embodied  in  a  brief 
but  inclusive  statement  transmitted  to  all  members  of  the  League  as 
its  basic  and  official  point  of  view,  for  the  succeeding  biennium. 

Article  IV 

(1)  The  National  Committee  of  the  League  shall  be  composed 
of  representatives  of  the  national  organizations  and  of  state  and 
regional  divisions  making  up  the  membership  of  the  League.  National 
organizations  shall  be  entitled  to  representation  as  follows :  Organi- 
zations of  10,000  or  under  are  entitled  to  one  representative;  those 
with  a  membership  of  from  10,000  to  50,000  shall  be  entitled  to 
two  representatives;  those  with  a  membership  of  50,000  to  100,000 
shall  be  entitled  to  three  representatives ;  those  with  a  membership  over 
100,000  shall  be  entitled  to  four  representatives.  Each  respective 
national  organization  will  nominate  its  representative,  and  election 
to  the  National  Committee  shall  be  made  by  the  Congress.  In  the 
case  of  a  national  organization  applying  for  membership  in  the  League 
more  than  six  months  previous  to  a  meeting  of  the  Congress,  the 
National  organization  may  nominate  its  representative  or  representa- 
tives, and  the  national  committee  may  approve,  bringing  the  repre- 
sentative into  full  membership  privileges.  Such  approval  by  the  Na- 
tional Committee  shall  be  ratified  by  vote  of  the  Congress  at  its  next 
succeeding  meeting. 

(2)  Where  a  national  organization  is  not  affiliated  but  has  a 
substantial  number  of  its  local  organizations  represented  at  the  Con- 
gress, the  representatives  of  these  local  groups  are  to  nominate  their 
representatives  to  the  National  Committee.  If  their  national  organiza- 
tion affiliates  subsequently,  then  the  National  organization  shall  nomi- 
nate its  representative  or  representatives  as  provided  for  above. 

(3)  A  local  or  regional  organization  of  importance  whose  national 
organization  is  not  affiliated  or  a  local  or  regional  organization  which 
is  independent  may  have  a  representative  on  the  National  Committee. 

(4)  The  nominating  committee  has  power  to  nominate  members 
at  large  for  the  National  Committee;  not  to  exceed  in  number  25% 
of  the  entire  committee.  In  addition  to  the  above  plan  for  representa- 
tion to  the  National  Committee,  wherever  individual  members  con- 


stitute  a  state  or  regional  division  of  the  League,  these  divisions  shall 
be  entitled  to  one  representative  each.  These  members  of  the  National 
Committee  are  to  be  nominated  by  state  or  regional  conferences  and 
elected  by  the  Congress. 

(5)  The  Executive  Board  shall  proceed  to  organize  state  divisions 
of  the  League.  During  the  period  in  which  state  divisions  are  being 
formed,  individual  members  shall  participate  in  the  League's  work 
through  regional  divisions  covering  more  than  one  state  or  parts  of 
states.  These  regional  divisions  shall  be  abolished  as  state  divisions 
are  formed  to  take  their  places. 

(6)  A  state-  or  region-wide  conference  of  local,  state  or  regional 
affiliated  organizations  or  individual  membership  branches  shall  elect 
a  committee  which  shall  constitute  a  state  or  regional  organization. 

(7)  In  addition  to  local  affiliated  organizations,  there  shall  be 
Branches  made  up  of  individual  members.  Local  affiliates  and  repre- 
sentatives of  membership  Branches  shall  constitute  a  local  organization 
of  the  League. 

(8)  The  National  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  twice  a  year  at 
times  and  places  to  be  determined  by  the  Executive  Board.  The  new 
National  Committee  elected  as  outlined  in  this  constitution  shall  come 
into  being  when  the  Executive  Board  finds  that  a  sufficient  number 
of  representatives  to  it  have  been  named  by  the  organizations  making 
up  the  League  membership.  It  then  shall  call  together  the  permanent 
National  Committee. 

Article  V 

( 1 )  The  administration  of  the  League  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  an 
Executive  Board  of  18  members.  The  National  Committee  shall  elect 
the  members  of  the  Executive  Board  from  among  its  own  members. 
In  order  to  secure  continuity  of  policy,  of  interest  of  present  members, 
and  of  organizational  effectiveness,  six  of  the  present  members  of  the 
Bureau  of  the  American  League  Against  War  and  Fascism  shall  be 
made  members  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  American  League  for 
Peace  and  Democracy  and  at  succeeding  elections  6  members  of  the 
current  Executive  Board  shall  be  continued  in  office  for  the  succeeding 
biennium.  The  membership  of  the  Board  shall  include  at  least  one 
person  prominent  in  the  work  of  groups  such  as  the  following:  Trade 
Unions,  Farmer  Organizations,  religious  organizations,  Negro  groups, 
fraternal  organizations,  peace  societies,  youth  and  women's  organiza- 
tions, educational  and  cultural  groups,  and  a  person  representing  a 
regional  or  state  division  of  the  League  membership. 

(2)  Full  power  to  carry  out  the  policies  and  program  determined 
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upon  by  the  Congress  or  National  Committee  shall  be  vested  in  the 
Executive  Board.  To  that  end  the  Executive  Board  shall  employ  a 
staff,  raise  money,  and  supervise  its  expenditures,  publish  a  magazine, 
print  literature,  create  committees,  and  hold  such  meetings  as  it  may 
find  are  needed. 

Article  VI 

The  officers  of  the  League  shall  consist  of :  a  Chairman,  Six  Vice- 
Chairmen,  and  a  Treasurer,  elected  by  the  Congress.  These  elected 
officers  are  to  be  ex-officio  members  of  the  National  Committee.  A 
slate  of  candidates  shall  be  presented  to  the  Congress  by  a  nominating 
committee  proposed  by  the  National  Committee  and  ratified  at  an 
early  session  by  the  Congress.  Additional  nominations  may  be  made 
from  the  floor  at  the  time  of  the  election.  The  Executive  Secretary, 
if  not  elected  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board,  shall  have  a  voice 
in  its  deliberations  but  no  vote. 

Article  VII 

Dues  of  national  organizations  affiliated  to  the  League  shall  range 
from  $10  to  $100  annually.  National  organizations  having  more  than 
100,000  members  shall  pay  the  maximum  of  $100.  National  organi- 
zations of  between  50,000  and  100,000  members  shall  pay  $75.  Those 
having  between  10,000  and  50,000  members  shall  pay  $50.  Those 
having  between  5,000  and  10,000  members  shall  pay  $25.  And  all 
organizations  having  5,000  members  or  less  shall  pay  the  minimum 
of  $10  annually.  The  basic  individual  membership  fee  shall  be  $.50 
a  year  except  for  the  unemployed. 

Article  VIII 

The  constitution  can  be  changed  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  Con- 
gress. Proposed  changes  shall  be  submitted  to  the  meeting  of  the 
National  Committee  just  preceding  the  Congress.  Proposed  changes 
can  be  submitted  by  any  member  organization  or  division  of  the 
League  or  by  the  Executive  Board. 


Report  of  the  Program  Committee 

Dr.  Robert  Morss  Lovett,  Chairman  of  the  Program  Committee 
presented  to  the  delegates  the  proposed  Statement  of  Purpose  and  the 
Program  for  1938.  Both  drafts  were  unanimously  adopted. 

STATEMENT  OF  PURPOSE 

The  American  people  are  now  facing  a  world  wide  attack  upon 
the  democracy  they  have  sought  to  establish  and  the  peace  they  have 


tried  to  secure.  In  Europe  and  in  Asia  there  is  aggressive  war.  In 
Africa  and  Asia  the  aggressors  hold  their  conquered  territories.  The 
war  makers  have  organized  the  Fascist  International  to  carry  on 
these  wars  and  further  declare  their  purpose  to  destroy  the  right  of 
the  people  to  govern  themselves  in  ways  of  their  own  choosing.  To 
the  south  of  us  the  first  anti-democratic  constitution  in  this  hemisphere 
has  just  been  proclaimed.  To  the  north  of  us  a  provincial  government 
has  by  deed  and  word  signified  its  adherence  to  Fascist  principles. 
One  after  another  these  events  bring  the  threat  of  war  and  the  de- 
struction of  democratic  institutions  closer  to  our  door. 

Meantime,  the  struggle  for  control  of  this  country  between  the 
forces  of  democracy  and  those  of  reaction  becomes  sharper  and  clearer. 
The  American  people  are  moving  to  protect  their  liberties  and  extend 
their  rights.  They  are  organizing  for  this  purpose  in  the  mass  pro- 
duction industries,  on  the  farms,  in  stores,  offices,  and  in  the  pro- 
fessions. They  are  developing  a  vital  progressive  movement  in  politics. 
They  have  defeated  the  attempt  of  reaction  to  prevent  the  organization 
of  labor.  Now  the  reactionaries  are  rallying  their  forces  for  a  power- 
ful attack  upon  the  living  standards  and  the  democratic  rights  of  the 
people.  The  outcome  depends  upon  which  side  gets  organized  first 
and  most  effectively.  The  only  way  in  which  the  forces  of  progress 
can  win  is  by  united  action  of  all  those  who  desire  to  develop  de- 
mocracy and  to  end  war.  What  other  way  is  there  ? 

Therefore,  we,  the  American  League  for  Peace  and  Democracy, 
invite  to  its  membership  all  organizations  (except  political  parties) 
and  all  individuals  who  desire  to: 

Protect  and  extend  democratic  rights  for  all  sections  of 

the  American  people; 
Keep   the   United  States  out  of  war  and  help  keep  war 

out  of  the  world. 

It  is  understood  that  these  basic  principles  are  to  be  worked  out 
in  action  with  particular  concern  for  those  minority  groups  most 
restricted  in  their  democratic  rights  and  in  cooperation  with  the  peace 
forces  of  the  world. 

PROGRAM  FOR  1938 

Organize  emergency  citizens'  committees  for  labor's  rights  where- 
ever  those  rights  are  attacked  either  by  employers  or  by  public  officials. 

Defeat  legislative  attempts  to  compel  incorporation  of  unions  and 
to  control  or  inspect  union  finances  by  governmental  or  other  outside 
agencies. 
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Press  for  an  anti-lynching  law;  and  measures  to  guarantee  full 
rights  for  the  Negro  people  and  the  foreign  born. 

Oppose  vigorously  the  propaganda  of  race  prejudice  and  discrimi- 
nation. 

Defeat  the  War  Department  plan  to  conscript  labor  and  industry 
and  to  regiment  press  and  radio. 

Support  the  nationalization  of  the  manufacture  of  arms,  ammuni- 
tion and  implements  of  war,  forbidding  export  except  when  ordered 
by  Congress  in  cases  of  countries  invaded  by  an  aggressor. 
Promote  the  people's  boycott  of  Japanese  goods. 
Seek  to  remove  and  prevent  restrictions  on  the  access  of  the  govern- 
ments of  China  and  Spain  to  our  markets,  applying  regulations  to 
purchases  and  shipments  designed  to  remove  the  risk  of  our  becoming 
involved  in  war. 

Demand  a  foreign  policy  based  on : 

The  distinction  between  the  aggressors  and  their  victims. 
The  necessity  of  denying  our  economic  resources  to  the  war- 
making,  treaty-breaking  aggressors  and  opening  them  up  to 
their  victims  under  conditions  designed  to  remove  the  risk 
of  our  being  drawn  into  war. 
The  necessity  of  concerted  action  to  quarantine  aggressors. 


A  tumultuous  ovation  greeted  the  presentation  of  the  following 
resolution  by  Dr.  Herman  F.  Reissig: 

"This  Congress,  deeply  appreciative  of  the  wise  and  untiring 
leadership  which  Dr.  Harry  F.  Ward  has  given  to  the  American 
League  and  appreciating  particularly  his  genius  as  the  presiding 
officer  of  this  Congress,  expresses  to  Dr.  Ward  its  deep  thanks  and 
the  hope  that  we  may  have  him  as  our  leader  until  the  fight  for 
democracy  and  peace  is  won." 

Reply  by  Dr.  Ward : 

"Well,  that  was  worth  living  for.  (Applause).  When  I  got  back 
from  Europe  in  1932,  I  decided  to  dedicate  my  life  to  the  cause  of 
fighting  war  and  Fascism.  Now  I  feel  that  we  have  a  genuine  chance 
to  stop  it  in  this  country.  If  only  these  big  labor  forces,  these  big  farm 
forces  would  throw  themselves  into  this  battle,  it  would  be  won. 
In  the  times  when  the  going  was  pretty  hard,  when  we  didn't  have  the 
forces  and  the  funds  to  meet  the  situation,  I  remembered  one  thing: 
We  may  lose  a  battle  now  and  then  but  we  can  not  lose  this  fight. 
The  future  of  the  world  is  not  with  the  people  who  now  control  it. 


It  is  with  the  undeveloped  resources  of  the  common  people  and  that 
is  why  we  can  not  be  beaten." 

Greetings  from  the  American  Jewish  Congress  were  then  read 
by  Mrs.  J.  X.  Cohen  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Stephen  S.  Wise. 

Dr.  Harry  F.  Ward  introduced  two  fraternal  delegates  from 
Mexico — Antonio  de  Araujo  of  the  Mexican  Society  of  Friends  of 
the  Chinese  People  and  Senora  Maria  del  Refugio  Garcia,  repre- 
senting the  United  Front  of  the  Women  of  Mexico. 

Address  by  Senora  Maria  del  Refugio  Garcia: 

"I  bring  you  the  greetings  of  60,000  women  in  my  organization 
and  of  the  80,000  members  of  the  Federation  of  Teachers  .  .  .  We 
are  supporting  the  progressive  program  of  the  Cardenas  Government 
in  its  fight  to  abolish  the  feudal  system  in  our  country  .  .  .  The  Mexi- 
can labor  movement  in  cooperation  with  our  government  will  con- 
tinue to  extend  aid  to  the  people  of  Spain  and  China  .  .  .  We  will 
never  permit  the  Nazi-inspired  attempts  of  reactionaries  to  overthrow 
our  democratic  government  ...  In  this  struggle  we  count  upon  the 
support  of  the  organizations  represented  in  your  Congress." 

Report  of  the  Resolutions  Committee 

Miss  Eleanor  Brannan,  chairman  of  this  Committee,  presented  a 
total  of  43  resolutions  which  were  all  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
delegates.  Following  are  several  of  the  more  important  resolutions 
passed : 

4 — Resolution  on  the  Defense  of  Labor  s  Rights 

Whereas,  the  rights  of  labor  are,  in  fact,  the  basic  human  rights 
as  embodied  in  the  American  Constitution.  They  are  the  rights  to 
think,  speak  and  print  freely,  to  convince  others  of  the  need  of  unity 
in  order  to  obtain  justice.  They  are  the  same  rights  which  the  farmers 
and  the  middle  class  need  to  prevent  their  being  crushed  by  rich  and 
powerful  monopolies.  In  short,  they  are  the  rights  of  the  entire  people, 
the  basis  of  our  American  Democracy,  and  an  attack  on  them  en- 
dangers the  democratic  principles  of  our  nation.  They  are  being 
attacked  now  by  financiers  and  big  business  men  more  viciously  than 
ever  before. 

Whereas,  the  atacks  are  conducted  by  legal  and  extra-legal  means, 
by  repressive  administrative  action  and  high-powered  propaganda. 
Of  the  numerous  dangers  which  threaten  labor  from  these  sources, 
we  are  mentioning  those  which  we  consider  at  present  the  most  harm- 
ful to  the  workers  of  the  entire  nation. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  we  urge  the  defeat  of  anti-picketing 


ordinances  as  an  intrusion  upon  labor's  rights  and  as  an  unconstitu- 
tional measure  intended  to  destroy  the  freedom  of  the  press  in  labor 
matters  and  to  prevent  the  workers  from  impressing  the  public  with 
the  justice  of  their  demands. 

That  we  urge  that  public  pressure  be  brought  upon  local  Relief 
Administrations  to  desist  from  trying  to  break  strikes  by  cutting  off 
strikers  from  the  relief  rolls,  compelling  relief  recipients  to  act  as 
strike-breakers,  forcing  their  clients  to  accept  work  for  the  big  land 
owners  at  starvation  wages;  in  other  words,  to  desist  from  fighting 
labor  in  the  interest  of  big  business  and  to  confine  themselves  to  help 
for  the  needy. 

That  we  urge  the  mobilization  of  public  indignation  against  the 
spread  of  the  outrageous  vigilante  and  police  terrorism  as  evidenced 
by  the  beating,  gassing  and  killing  of  workers  in  Salinas,  Stockton, 
Chicago  and  numerous  other  places.  We  demand  that  Congress  ex- 
tend the  investigation  of  the  LaFollette  Civil  Liberties  Committee 
which  has  uncovered  the  creation  of  these  lawless  terror  groups  by  the 
heads  of  big  industry.  We  demand  national  and  state  legislation  against 
these  gangster  methods  of  America's  Fascists,  and  the  prosecution  of 
vigilantes  and  their  activities,  to  be  based  on  the  Committee's  findings, 
and  the  stricter  enforcement  of  the  Wagner  Act  and  all  laws  guaran- 
teeing the  right  to  organize,  strike,  picket  and  negotiate  without 
pressure. 

That  we  urge  that  every  progressive  organization  bring  pressure 
on  their  representatives  in  Congress  to  defeat  the  Industrial  Mobiliza- 
tion Plan  which  provides  for  the  suspension  of  all  civil  rights  and 
labor  rights  in  the  event  of  war. 

That  we  urge  all  progressive  organizations  to  counteract  the 
vicious  propaganda  against  labor  conducted  by  big  business  among 
the  farmers  and  middle  classes.  It  must  be  explained  to  these  groups 
that  the  forces  which  are  oppressing  them  are  the  same  which  are 
oppressing  labor  and  that  their  aims  are  in  complete  harmony  with  the 
aims  of  labor. 

That  we  urge  all  progressive  organizations  to  oppose  all  efforts 
to  compel  incorporation  of  labor  organizations  as  arbitrary  interference 
with  labor's  right  to  self-government. 

6 — A  Resolution  on  Labor  Unity 

Whereas,  division  of  the  forces  of  labor  weakens  not  only  the 
labor  movement,  but  the  whole  camp  of  peace  and  democracy  ; 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  we  call  upon  the  A.  F.  of  L  and 
C.  I.  O.  to  come  to  a  mutually  acceptable  settlement  of  their  differ- 
ences. 


18 — A nti-Ly nching  Resolution 

Whereas,  the  People's  Congress  for  Democracy  and  Peace  is 
conscious  of  the  need  for  immediate  action  in  support  of  the  Wagner- 
Van  Nuys  Anti-Lynching  Bill  now  pending  before  Congress,  and 

Whereas  the  Anti-Lynching  Bill  provides  protection  of  civil  and 
legal  rights  that  under  the  existing  statutes  of  many  states  are  con- 
stantly ignored,  and 

Whereas  miscarriage  of  justice  is  in  frequent  instances  not  the 
isolated  exception  to  the  law  but  in  innumerable  cases  the  condoned 
interpretation  of  the  law,  and 

Whereas  we  are  determined  to  wipe  out  the  menace  to  civil  law  and 
the  destruction  of  constitutional  rights  as  occur  under  lynch  law, 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  People's  Congress  for  Democracy 
and  Peace  pledge  itself  as  in  support  and  cooperation  of  the  anti- 
lynching  bill  known  as  the  Wagner-Van  Nuys  Anti-Lynching  Bill. 

35 — Resolution  on  Fascist  Training  Camps 

Whereas  there  exist  in  the  United  States  anti-democratic  groups 
such  as  the  Fascist  Volks  Bund  which  maintain  camps  in  various 
parts  of  the  United  States  where  Americans  of  German  or  of  Italian 
extraction  are  given  military  training  and  educated  in  the  idealogy  of 
German  and  of  Italian  Fascism  and 

AVhereas  the  German  American  Bund,  one  such  organization 
which  disseminates  anti-Semitic  propaganda  and  racial  discrimination 
dangerous  to  democracy  and  peace,  has  just  bought  178  acres  near 
Southbury,  Conn.,  and  150  acres  near  New  Haven,  Conn.,  with  the 
avowed  purpose  of  establishing  such  camps  and 

Whereas  a  similar  movement  is  carried  on  among  Russian  white 
guardists  who  maintain  an  arsenal  at  Thompson,  Conn.,  and  who 
are  active  near  Los  Angeles,  California,  and  who  by  their  own  ad- 
mission, have  joined  and  are  joining  the  National  Guard  for  Fascist 
armies,  therefore 

Be  it  resolved  that  we  condemn  the  Fascist  and  un-American 
activities  of  such  organizations 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  we  call  upon  the  organizations  here 
represented  to  work  for  the  dissolution  of  such  camps  and  against  the 
establishment  of  further  camps  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to 
Governors  of  the  states  involved  urging  their  aid  against  the  existence 
of  such  camps  and  against  their  further  extension,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  we  call  upon  Congress  to  empower  the 


LaFollette  Committee  to  make  a  sweeping  investigation  of  the  anti- 
democratic and  un-American  activities  of  these  organizations. 

43 — Resolution  on  Ludlow  Bill 

Whereas :,  a  bill  has  been  introduced  into  Congress  by  Representa- 
tive Ludlow  providing  that  Congress  shall  not  declare  war,  except 
in  case  of  actual  invasion  of  this  country,  until  the  people  shall  have 
given  their  assent  by  referendum  vote,  therefore 

Be  it  resolved:  that  the  People's  Congress  for  Democracy  and 
Peace  endorse  this  proposal  as  a  barrier  against  war  and  a  safeguard 
to  peace. 

(Note:  A  request  to  place  on  our  legislative  program  support  of 
the  Fine  Arts  Bill  H.  R.  8239,  introduced  by  Representative  John 
M.  Coffee,  providing  funds  for  Federal  Arts  Projects  was  referred 
by  the  Resolutions  Committee  to  the  Cultural  Sub-Session  with  the 
statement  that  such  measures  were  beyond  the  scope  of  our  legislative 
program,  but  with  approval  as  a  measure  to  be  recommended  to  our 
members  for  support  as  citizens.  In  the  pressure  of  last  minute  business 
this  recommendation  did  not  reach  the  Sub-Session.  We,  therefore, 
pass  it  on  to  our  membership.) 


The  other  resolutions  adopted  cover  the  following  subjects: 

Japanese  Boycott 

Aid  to  China 

Japanese  Exclusion  Act 

Plea  for  United  Front  to  Oppose  Vigilantes 

Demand  that  Radio  Take  Progressive  Attitude  on  Labor 

Anti-Labor  Activities  of   the  So-Called   Constitutional   Educational 

League 
Student  Work  for  Peace 

Federal  Decision  on  Rand  and  Bergoff  Infringement  of  Byrns  Law 
Anti-Labor  Attacks  in  Texas 
Attacks  on  Democratic  Rights  in  New  Jersey 
Terror  in  Florida 
Unemployment 

Diverting  War  Budgets  to  Relief,  Housing  and  Slum  Clearance 
Political  and  Labor  Prisoners 
Tom  Mooney 

Deportation  of  Anti-Fascists 
Defense  Action  in  Scottsboro  Case 
Xegroes  in  Federal  Civil  Service 


Duplessis  Government  of  Quebec 

Mexico 

Brazil 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Czecho-Slovakia 

Ethiopia 

"Ghetto  Benches"  in  Poland 

Political  Prisoners 

Release  of  Members  of  German  Reichstag 

Trade  Pacts  with  Democratic  Powers 

Trade  Relations  with  Franco 

Italian  Fascist  Activities  in  America 

Recall  of  Nazi  Consul 

Anti-Semitism 

Women  in  Government  Service 

Married  Women  Teachers 

Suffrage  in  District  of  Columbia 

Conference  on  Cause  and  Cure  of  War 

(Copies  of  these  resolutions  may  be  secured  from  the  National 
Office  of  the  American  League.) 

The  Congress  directed  the  sending  of  "its  spirited  greetings  to 
America's  best  sons  in  Spain's  trenches  and  America's  best  daughters 
serving  as  nurses  in  Spain's  hospitals  caring  for  our  wounded  boys." 

Report  of  the  Credentials  Committee 
(Presented  by  Mrs.  Jessie  Lloyd  O'Connor) 

FINAL  CREDENTIALS  REPORT 

People 
Type  of  Organization  Delegates      Organization         Represented 

Labor  Unions                                  413  335  1,622,231 

Language,  Fraternal  and  Racial     347  321  423,447 

American  League                              199  125  24,441 

Social,  Educational  and  Cultural     97  88  42,461 


Youth 

67 

52 

326,579 

Civic  and  Political 

48 

38 

223,600 

Chinese  and  Spanish  Aid 

39 

30 

155,960 

Women 

35 

26 

17,170 

Civil  Rights  and  Defense 

34 

19 

284,760 

Llnemployed 

32 

30 

252,250 

Religious 

26 

24 

226,116 

Peace 

25 

17 

34,515 

Farm  and  Cooperatives 
Professional 
Anti-Fascist 
Veterans 

17 
174 

17 

17 

11 

5 

1,416* 

21 

13 

9 

2 

1,050 

163,036 

9,680 

219,510 

164 

TOTAL 

4,025,920 

Foreign 

English 
Canadian 
Cuban 
Mexican 

1 
3 
1 
2 

7 

300,000 

25,000 

5,000 

330,000 

Official  Observers 
Registered  Visitors 

Michigan  Civil  Rights  Federation — 4  delegates,  representing  325  or- 
ganizations, and  a  membership  of  500,000  people. 
(Many  of  these  are  included  in  above  figures.) 

DELEGATES  ELECTED  BY  ORGANIZATIONS  BUT  NOT  PRESENT 
AT  CONGRESS 

Type  of  Organization  Delegates       Organization      Representation 


Fraternal,  Language  and  Racial 

37 

14 

1,674 

Women 

3 

2 

155 

Religious 

1 

1 

American  League 

1 

1 

Labor 

61 

18 

76,294 

Youth 

6 

5 

339 

Political 

1 

Spanish  and  China  Aid 

2 

Educational   and   Cultural 

7 

5 

465 

Unemployed 

1 

Civil  Rights  and  Defense 

1 
121 

1 
47 

500 

TOTAL 

79,427 

*  Note — 301  of  the  above  delegates  were  25  years  of  age  and  under. 
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Report  of  the  Nominations  Committee 
(Presented  by  Roger  Baldwin) 

Since  the  National  Committee  is  to  be  composed  at  least  75%  of 
representatives  of  affiliated  organizations  and  not  more  than  25%  of 
members  at  large,  the  list  could  not  be  completed  during  the  sessions 
of  the  Congress.  A  tentative  slate  of  99  representatives  of  national 
and  regional  organizations  was  placed  in  nomination  for  the  National 
Committee.  The  complete  list  was  approved  by  the  Congress  pending 
acceptance  by  the  nominees  and  their  respective  organizations. 

Dr.  Harry  F.  Ward  was  unanimously  reelected  National  Chair- 
man, and  Mrs.  Meta  Berger  and  Dr.  Robert  Morss  Lovett,  Vice- 
Chairmen.  The  nominating  committee  recommended  that  four  addi- 
tional Vice-Chairmen  and  a  Treasurer  be  elected  by  the  incoming 

National  Committee. 

*     *     * 

A  post-Congress  session  was  held  on  Monday,  November  30th, 
which  was  attended  by  some  75  League  secretaries  and  active  workers 
from  coast  to  coast.  Organizational  matters  were  discussed  in  the  light 
of  the  new  constitution  and  program.  Paul  M.  Reid,  executive  secre- 
tary and  Bert  Leech,  Jr.,  California  organizer,  presided. 


TO  FIND  OUT  HOW— 

YOUR  organization  can  affiliate, 
YOU  can  organize  a  Branch, 

write  to 

AMERICAN  LEAGUE  FOR  PEACE  AND  DEMOCRACY 
268  Fourth  Ave.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

MEMBERSHIP  FEES 

Membership  50c 

(Including  20c  yearly  subscription  to  bulletin, 
HEADLIGHT) 

Membership  and  subscription  to  THE  FIGHT  $1.50 

Supporting   member $2.00 

(Receiving  THE  FIGHT  and  special  leaflets) 

Contributing   member    $5.00  up 

(Receiving  THE  FIGHT,  all  pamphlets  and  leaflets) 
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